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 the W O R L D

S H AV U O S 
The practical and soulful meaning of the holiday:

The Torah, the Mitzvos and their purpose
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T he events of the past six months have shaken the 

world, particularly the Jewish people. 

We watch with horror the threats and count-

er-threats between Russia and the U.S. Most recently, Rus-

sia’s warning of a nuclear confrontation with the west is as 

chilling as it is unreal.

As for us, the Jewish people, we find ourselves amid a rap-

id rise of global anti-Semitism and daily physical attacks on 

Jews throughout the US and in Europe. We are constantly un-

der threat and feel unsafe. 

As far as Israel is concerned, the daily violence and on-

going brutal killings of mothers, fathers, and children are 

heartbreaking and scary. And the global reaction and con-

stant critique of Israel is a clear expression of anti-Semitism. 

Why is this happening, how are we to react, and what are 

we to do? 

The mountain on which the Ten Commandments and the 

Torah were given has numerous names, the most famous of 

which is Sinai.

The Talmud states that Sinai is similar to the word sin’ah in 

Hebrew, meaning hatred, as the giving of the Torah caused 

jealousy and hatred towards the Jewish people. 

Since the Jewish people left Egypt and received the Torah 

fifty-two days later, they became intrinsically free people – 

never to be enslaved again. To live freely, you need to work, 

but not be enslaved. You must be able to stand strong in your 

convictions and not submit to that which you do not believe 

- whenever and no matter what the circumstances are. 

Throughout the ages, the Jewish people have experienced 

prosecutions, pogroms, the holocaust, etc., proudly stood 

their their ground and identified as Jews. The world knows 

that the Jewish People will not submit or assimilate. It is due 

to the strength and pride of those before us, that we are still 

here and the reason we are hated. 

With the precious gift of the Torah, came the essential free-

dom we will not forsake. We hold on tight to never leave it 

- which is the very reason we exist today (see the article “The 

Science of Jewish Survival page 26.)

I recall a conversation I had years back with a college stu-

dent in Madison. “You Jews,” he said, “always claim to be win-

ners but you are really losers. When a basketball or a football 

team loses, they are losers - period. The Jewish people, how-

ever, are being beaten up, yet claim to be winners.”

To which I responded: "it depends on your values. If one’s 

values are material or physical, then you are correct. But if 

your values are humanity, intelligence, and spirituality then 

we are winners indeed.  Staying true to ourselves despite 

oppression to keep our Jewishness makes us true winners – 

even more."

So, my friends, I don’t have an answer for the growing an-

ti-Semitism, but I do know that the hatred we experience 

should give us pause to consider our Jewish lives; if we suffer 

for it, let us at least know the root of it, and let that knowl-

edge fuel our increased practice, and pride. 

And may Shavuos, the holiday that elevated our status to 

one of freedom and light, be a time to renew our commit-

ment and intensify our involvement. 

For starters, let us begin with incorporating more mitzvahs 

into our daily lives. Perhaps set a time – even ten minutes a 

day or twenty minutes a week to study Torah. This is a true 

way and the best way to celebrate our Jewishness and the gift 

of the Torah we are so blessed to be granted. 

Best wishes for a happy Shavuos!

RABBI YISROEL SHMOTKIN

SOME 
S H A V U O S  T H O U G H T S
   
My Dear Friends Wisconsin Jewry,
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W hen the Ten Commandments are repeated 
in the Torah as part of Moses' review of the Is-
raelites' 40 years in the wilderness, Moses de-

scribes how G-d spoke those words in "a mighty voice that did 
not end" (Deuteronomy 5:19). One of the explanations offered 
by Rashi is that Moses is contrasting G-d's voice with human 
voices. The finite voice of a human being, even a Pavarotti, 
will fade and falter. It cannot go on forever. But the voice 
of the Al-mighty did not end, did not weaken. It remained 
strong throughout.

Is this all there is to teach us about the voice of G-d? That 
it was a powerful baritone? That it resonated? Is the great-
ness of the Infinite One that he didn't suffer from shortness 
of breath, that He didn't need a few puffs of Ventolin? Is this 
a meaningful way for Moses to motivate the Jews to accept 
the Torah?

Moses was the greatest of all prophets. He foresaw what 
no other prophet could see. Perhaps he saw his people be-
coming caught up in the civilization of ancient Greece, in 
the beauty, culture, philosophy and art of the day. And they 
might question, is Torah still relevant?

Perhaps he foresaw Jews empowered by the Industrial Rev-
olution, where they might have thought Torah to be outdat-
ed. Or, maybe it was during the Russian Revolution that faith 
and religion were positively primitive.

Perhaps Moses saw our own generation with its satellites and 
space shuttles, television and advance technology. And he saw 
young people questioning whether Torah still speaks to them.

And so Moses tells us that the voice that thundered from 
Sinai was no ordinary voice. The voice that proclaimed the 
Ten Commandments was a voice that was not only powerful 
at the time, but one that "did not end." It still rings out, it still 
resonates, it still speaks to each of us in every generation, in 
every language and in every part of the world.

Revolutions may come and go but the revelation is eternal. 
The voice of Sinai continues to proclaim eternal truths that 
never become passé or irrelevant. Honor Your Parents, revere 
them, look after them in their old age instead of abandoning 
them to some decrepit old age home. Live moral lives; do not 
tamper with the sacred fiber of family life, be sensitive to the 
needs and feelings of others. Dedicate one day every week 
and keep that day holy. Turn your back on the rat race and 
rediscover your humanity and your children. Don't be guilty 
of greed, envy, dishonesty or corruption.

Are these ideas and values dated? Are these command-
ments tired, stale or irrelevant? On the contrary. They speak 
to us now as perhaps never before. The G-dly voice has lost 
none of its strength, none of its majesty. The mortal voice 
of man declines and fades into oblivion. Politicians and 
spin-doctors come and go, but the heavenly sound reverber-
ates down the ages.

Torah is truth and truth is forever. The voice of G-d is never 
stilled.

ADAPTED FROM THE TEACHINGS OF THE REBBE, RABBI MENACHEM 

M. SCHNEERSON, OBM. BY RABBI YOSSY GOLDMAN, CHABAD.ORG.
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M I N U T E

SOME HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
The holiday of Shavuos celebrates the day on which the 
Al-mighty G-d gave the Torah to the Jewish people. It occurred 
at the very inception of the Jewish people as a nation after their 
exodus from Egypt 3,334 years ago. 
Shavuos: a continuation and culmination of the redemption 
from Egyptian slavery. When Moses announced to the Jewish 
people the forthcoming redemption, he also informed them 
of G-d’s purpose and plan to give them the Torah. The Jewish 
people eagerly anticipated this event.
On the first of Sivan, the third month on the Jewish 
calendar, 46 days following the exodus from Egypt, in the year 
2448 (1313 BCE), the Jewish nation reached the Sinai Desert 
and camped near the mountain. 
In the weeks following their miraculous exodus and 
travels in the desert, they experienced open and daily miracles: 
splitting and crossing of the Sea of Reeds; food from Heaven 
(manna and quail); sweetening of bitter water; and more. With 
each passing day, the Jewish people became more conscious of 
G-d’s presence and divine protection.
Following their arrival, G-d told Moses: “Tell the Children 
of Israel, you have seen what I did to Egypt, and that I bore you 
on eagles’ wings, and brought you close to Me. Now, therefore, 
if you will listen to Me and keep My covenant, you shall be My 
treasure from among all peoples: and you shall be a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.”
As Moses presented these words to the entire nation, 
the Jewish people unanimously responded, Naaseh Venishma, 
“Everything G-d has said, we shall do and we shall listen.” Thus, 
they accepted the Torah outright, with all its precepts, “with 
one voice and with one heart.”
When the Jewish people voiced their acceptance and 
eagerness to receive the Torah, G-d told Moses, “Go to the 
people, and get them ready for the third day: for on the third 
day the L-rd will reveal Himself at Mount Sinai to all the people.”
On the sixth day of Sivan, (the day upon which we celebrate 
Shavuos), G-d pronounced the Ten Commandments before the 
entire Jewish people. Thereafter, Moses ascended Mount Sinai 
and stayed there for 40 days and 40 nights, during which G-d 
taught him every aspect of the Torah, and all its applications. 
These teachings include the 613 mitzvahs, along with all 
their details and how each mitzvah would apply throughout 
the ages, as guided by the Torah. (See page 18 for a brief 

chronology of the written and oral law.)
Finally, G-d gave Moses the two stone “Tables of 
Testimony,” in which the ten commandments were etched, 
written by G-d Himself.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DAY
The holiday of Shavuos relives the bestowal of G-d’s greatest 
treasure onto humanity and in particular to the Jewish People 
- the Torah. It was the first and only time that the Creator 
communicated directly with the entire nation. 
It was at that moment that G-d chose the Jewish people as 
His own. By giving the Jewish People the Torah, G-d entrusted 
them with a cosmic mission, to bring divine light to the 
universe. This moment and mission are celebrated on Shavuos, 
as we rededicate ourselves to this spiritual task. 
Shavuos magnifies a direct link, from the birth of a Jewish 
nation to us today. From Mount Sinai to the world over. From 3,334 
years ago and indefinitely into the future. With no less zeal and 
with ever-increasing energy, the Torah is eternal. It is our lifeline. 

For the practical and customs of the day, see page 7

         THE NAMES OF THE HOLIDAY
• Shavuos or “weeks,” named for the seven weeks (or 49

  days) which we are commanded to count between Passover

   and the holiday of Shavuos.

 When the Jewish people left Egypt, they anxiously awaited

 the giving of the Torah, counting the days in anticipation.

• Shavuos also means “oaths,” signifying the oaths which G-d

  and Israel exchanged on the day the Torah was given, to

  remain faithful to each other forever. 

• “Chag HaKatzir” or “the Harvest Festival,” for the season’s

  harvesting of the new wheat crop.

• “Yom Habikkurim” or “the Day of the First Fruit,” for the

  offering of the new wheat harvest in the Holy Temple.

• "Atzeret," which means “Withholding,” as referred to in the

 Talmud, for the injunction of refraining from work on the holiday.

• “Z’man Matan Torahteinu,” “Time of the Giving of Our Torah.”

   This is how Shavuos is referred to in the holiday prayer service.

S h a v u o s  in a M I N U T E
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M I N U T E

ABOUT THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
The Ten Commandments (as listed on page 12) concern both 
laws between man and G-d (such as 
the Shabbat), and laws between man 
and man (such as honoring one’s 
parents); laws concerning action and 
speech (do not utter My Name in vain), 
and laws concerning thoughts and 
feelings (do not covet that which belongs to another). 
The Ten Commandments function as a summary of the entire 
Torah. The sages point out that the text of the Commandments 
contains 620 letters, corresponding to each of the 613 biblical 
mitzvot and the seven rabbinical laws.

WHAT IS THE TORAH?
The word “Torah” is popularly referred to as “the five books 
of Moses” written by a scribe on a parchment scroll. Originally 
transcribed by Moses as he heard it from G-d, it has been copied 
thousands of times in every generation in the exact same words 
and script. It is this Torah scroll that we read in the synagogue.
In addition to the five books, the Torah includes as well the 
Nevi’im (The Prophets) and Kesuvim (The Holy Writings), all of 
which form the “Written Torah.” The Torah includes as well the Oral 
Law. While the written law forms the “constitution” of the Torah, its 
interpretation, the oral law, was also given to Moses at Sinai. Both 
were simultaneously transmitted from generation to generation.
The word “Torah” means instruction or guide. It contains 613 
commandments, of which 248 are positive (DOs) and 365 are 
negative (DON’Ts).

THE FIVE BOOKS OF MOSES
In Genesis, the first book, we learn of G-d’s creation of the world 

and humanity; the life story of the founding fathers and 
mothers of the Jewish people – Abraham and Sarah, Isaac 
and Rebecca, Jacob and Leah and Rachel, and their families.
In the following book of Exodus we learn of the 
enslavement of their descendants in Egypt; their miraculous 
deliverance and exodus; G-d’s revelation at Mount Sinai, 

the giving of the Ten Commandments, followed by particular 
instructions, laws and the building of the sanctuary. 
In the third book, Leviticus, G-d instructs us concerning the 
services at the Temple ( first during the forty years in the desert 
and later on in Jerusalem); laws concerning proper conduct 
between man and his fellow man and between man and G-d.
In Numbers we learn of the census of the Jewish people; their 
trials and tribulations during their 
forty-year travels in the desert. 
In the last book, Deuteronomy, Moses 
offers the Jewish people inspiration for 
years to come, including the promise 
that regardless of their condition, 
challenges, trials and tribulations, 
G-d will never forsake them, and 
will continue to relate to the Jewish 
people through His prophets; the 
book includes the setting of the 
Torah judicial system and Moses’ 
foreseeing of the future.

IT WAS THE MOST AWESOME MOMENT in the history of the world and mankind. On the sixth of Sivan, on the 
Hebrew calendar 2448 (1313 BCE), G-d revealed himself to the Jewish people, millions of them - men, women 
and children - standing at the foot of Mount Sinai. He then voiced the Ten Commandments.

It is this event, the revelation of G-d Himself, without a mediator, that established for the entire nation the truth and 
eternity of the Torah.

After the giving of the Ten Commandments, Moses ascended to the peak of Mount Sinai, and stayed there for forty 
days and nights. During this time, G-d taught him the entire Torah, as well as the principles of it's interpretation for 
all time. He also gave him the two precious stone tablets, in which He engraved the Ten Commandments. Upon his 
descent, Moses taught the Torah to the Jewish people. The Torah was then taught and transmitted from generation 
to generation, until this very day.

The TEN COMMANDMENTS ,  the TOR AH ,
and the MITZVOS
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THE PROPHETS
Following the passing of Moses, as promised, G‑d revealed 
himself to individuals of great piety and spirituality. These are 
the prophets who related and recorded G‑d’s instructions and 
messages. There are 19 books of the prophets. In all, we had 48 
prophets and 7 prophetesses whose prophecies were recorded 
for their everlasting importance.

THE HOLY WRITINGS 
These include the books like Psalms, Song of Songs, Ruth, and 
Esther, 11 in all, all of which were written for posterity by one of 
our people of great piety by ruach hakodesh (divine inspiration). 

THE ORAL LAW
The written Torah, its narratives and laws are conveyed in an 
extremely concise fashion demanding elucidation by way of the 
Oral Law, which contains the details of the Commandments, 
their meanings, and general principles for the interpretation of 
the written law.

THE MISHNAH
The study of these principals and the interpretations derived 
has been the occupation of the Jewish people throughout the 
ages. These teachings have been the common study of all of the 
Jewish people; they have been transmitted orally from generation 
to generation. 
After the destruction of the second temple (in the year 70 
CE) and the Jewish people exiled from Israel, their homeland, 
having been dispersed all over, the essentials of the oral law were 
recorded (200 CE) in the form of the Mishnah, as well as other 
compilations. 
These recordings, and the Mishnah in particular, excerpted by 
and agreed upon by the scholars of the time, have  become the 
basis for all studies of future generations.

THE TALMUD
As time went on, it became 
necessary to record not only 
the essential principles and 
laws, but also the critical 
elaborations upon these 
principles. Three hundred 
years after the writing of the Mishnah (500 CE), the great Torah 
scholars of that generation compiled and recorded the Talmud. 
It was accepted by all the scholars of that and future generations 
as the ultimate authorized book on Jewish law. 

SHULCHAN ARUCH – CODE OF JEWISH LAW
Ever since, the Jewish people have studied the Talmud and applied 
its wisdom and principles to matters as they arose, eventually 
leading to the formation of the code of Jewish law.

These elaborations, decision‑making, rulings and books are all 
based on the explicit principles spelled out in the written law – the 
five books of Moses. It, therefore, carries the weight of Torah itself. 

THE KABBALAH –  
HIDDEN PART OF THE TORAH 
The Torah in its origin and essence is G‑d’s infinite wisdom 
and will. It is this infinite G‑dly wisdom that 
is concentrated in the practical laws of the 
Torah addressing mundane worldly matters 
that may be comprehended by human logic.
The Torah, as it deals with practical laws, is 
the revealed part of the Torah. The esoteric 
and mystical element of the Torah focuses 
on the G‑dly dimension and metaphysical 
significance of the Torah and Mitzvos. These 
are the teachings of Kabbalah and Chassidus. 
They are, as referred to in Jewish tradition, the Neshama (soul) 
and essence of the Torah. 
Both the hidden and revealed are inseparable parts of the 
Torah, received from Sinai and transmitted from generation to 
generation throughout history. 

THE MITZVOT 
There are six hundred thirteen (613) divine commandments 
embracing every facet of our lives, both the duties to our fellow 
men and the way to worship G‑d. The positive commandments, 
numbering two hundred forty‑eight (248), equal the number of 
organs in the human body, implying that a person should serve 
the Creator with every part of his being.
The three hundred sixty-five (365) negative commandments 
are equivalent to the number of blood vessels in the human body, 
indicating that when we guard ourselves from transgressing 
these prohibitions – as we might be tempted to do by desires 
inherent in the blood – each one of our blood vessels remains 
“unblemished” and pure.
The number 365 also equals the number of days of the year. 

SEVEN RABBINICAL MITZVOT
In advancing the cause of Torah and furthering a Jew’s devotion 
and thankfulness to G-d, seven Mitzvot were added by Jewish 
leaders throughout the ages. Among them: the holiday of Purim, 
Chanukah, washing of hands before eating bread, candle lighting 
before Shabbat and holidays, and others. These institutions too 
are considered Mitzvot - as we were instructed in the Torah to 
obey the rules established by the judges and Torah scholars.

SEVEN NOACHIDE LAWS
In the Torah there are also instructions for gentiles given to 
Moses at Sinai - described as the Seven Noahide Laws, which 
generally include universal civil laws.
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Shavuos Customs
Dairy Foods and Blintzes

It is customary to eat dairy foods on the first day 
of Shavuos. There are numerous reasons for this 
custom. Among them:

• The Torah is likened to nourishing milk.
• Immediately after receiving the Torah, 

the Jewish people were required to eat 
kosher. The only foods available were milk 
products.

• It is to commemorate the 40 days Moses 
stayed on top of Mount Sinai to receive the Torah, 
following the giving of the Ten Commandments. Milk 
in Hebrew is chalav - חלב. Each of the Hebrew letters has 
a numerical value. The Hebrew letters 30 - ל ,8 - ח and 2 - ב, 
amounting to 40. 

Pull an All-Nighter
It is customary to remain awake on the first night of Shavuos and 
study Torah. This, in preparation of receiving the Torah anew. As 
every Shavuos, the Torah is renewed by G-d. 

Ruth
In many synagogues, the book of Ruth is read 
on the second day of Shavuos. There are several 
reasons for this custom: Shavuos is the birthday 
and yahrzeit (day of passing) of King David, 
and the book of Ruth records his ancestry. 
Boaz and Ruth were King David’s ancestors.
The scenes of harvesting, described in the 
book of Ruth, are appropriate to the Festival of 
Harvest.
Ruth was a sincere convert who embraced Judaism 
with all her heart. On Shavuos all Jews were converts - having 
unconditionally accepted the Torah and all of its precepts.

Go Green
It is customary on Shavuos to adorn the synagogue 
and home with fruits, greens and flowers. The 
reason: Fruits - in the time of the Temple, 
the first fruits of harvest were brought to 
the Temple beginning on Shavuos. Greens - 
Our sages taught that on Shavuos judgment 
is rendered regarding the tress of the field. 
Flowers - Our sages taught that although 
Mount Sinai was situated in a desert, in honor 
of the Torah, the desert bloomed and sprouted 
flowers.

FOR MORE HOLIDAY OBSERVANCES, BLESSINGS AND TIMES, SEE PAGE 46-47

The Significance of the Torah
In addition to being a guide for a Jew’s life, the inner 
significance of the Torah is the fact that it is G-d’s 
wisdom. By learning and internalizing the Torah, a 
person’s mind becomes united with G-d’s wisdom 
and through it “embraces G-d Himself.”

Although Torah Law concerns itself 
primarily with simple, mundane, day to 

day life matters, nevertheless, therein 
is vested G-d’s infinite wisdom. 

Analogous to a therapist’s simple 
advice containing the solution for 

a conflict in the deepest recesses 
of the patient’s soul, or a parent’s 

simple instruction to a child 
intended to affect the child’s 

future.

Significance of the Mitzvot
Like the hidden depths of the wisdom of the 
Torah laws, the simple act of a Mitzvah being 
commanded by the infinite G-d, contain 
infinite significance. When we do a Mitzvah, 
we are “doing the infinite”; the Divine. As 
physical beings, we cannot feel the depths 
of each of our Mitzvah acts - such as 
Tefillin, Shabbat candle lightings, etc. - 
nevertheless, they are still acts of infinity. 
Like the simple act of turning on an 
electric switch without understanding 
or realizing the effect it may have on, say, 
an entire city.

Furthermore, Mitzvah literally means commandment; 
however, it also means companionship, from the 
Aramaic “tzvavta” (companionship). Upon fulfilling 
a commandment, one becomes a united with G-d, 
who ordained that Mitzvah. Regardless of the nature 
of the commandment, the fulfillment of G-d’s desire 
creates a relationship between the Creator and the 
human who fulfills it. By fulfilling His wish, a person 
is “in G-d’s company.”
Thus, this is the deeper interpretation of our sages’ 
statement (Avos 4:2): “The reward of a mitzvah is a 
mitzvah,” indicating that the mitzvah itself is the 
greatest reward, for this sets us in companionship 
with the eternal and infinite G-d. All other rewards 
are secondary in comparison to this great privilege.
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Who Secures the 
Deal with G-d Today?
The Children!
They are the Guarantors

The Torah Is…
The Torah is a MANUFACTURER’S MANUAL.

Valuable things come with a book of instructions on how 

to properly and optimally use them. Lawn mowers, iPods®, 

minivans have a guidebook. The same applies to the valuable 

(and complicated) thing we call life – the Manufacturer 

accompanied it with an instruction book.

The Torah is a CONTRACT.

When two parties enter into a partnership, binding their 

financial futures to a joint destiny, they draw up a contract that 

spells out their respective duties and commitments. When two 

people marry, a marriage contract, called a ketubah, is drawn 

up that does the same. The Torah is our marriage contract with 

G-d, the document that details the commitments and duties we 

assumed toward each other when G-d chose us as His people 

and we chose Him as our G-d at Sinai.

The Torah is IDENTITY.

What connects the red-bearded chassid in Moscow with 

the black-skinned Yemenite Jew? What does the West Coast 

Jewish filmmaker have in common with his peddler grandfather 

or his olive-growing ancestor? Nothing. They share no common 

language, facial features or diet. Any two Jews can be as 

culturally or even genetically diverse as any other two members 

of the human race. But the Shema recited today in a Canadian 

synagogue is the same Shema that was proclaimed in Egypt 

3,500 years ago; the criteria for the mikveh built at Masada is 

the same as for the one in Brazil and Milwaukee. Torah bridges 

continents and removes generational gaps to serve as our single 

common expression of our Jewishness.

The Torah is a BLUEPRINT.

Why are we here? Where are we going? “An architect who 

builds a palace,” cites the Midrash, “has scrolls and notebooks 

which he consults to know how to place the rooms, where to 

set the doors. So it was with G-d: He looked into the Torah and 

created the world.” Torah is the divine blueprint for creation, the 

vision that illuminates the foundations of existence, its purpose 

and its significance. To study and live Torah is to understand and 

experience the soul of reality.

FROM CHABAD.ORG, BY YANKI TAUBER

Before G-d gave the Torah, He requested guarantors, 

who would guarantee that the Torah would be preserved.

The Jewish people offered several possible guarantors, 

from the patriarchs to the prophets, but G-d was not 

satisfied until they suggested the little children.

Only our children can guarantee that the Torah 

would be maintained; our commitment to their Jewish, 

Torah education is the only assurance of our continued 

commitment to the Torah and Jewish continuity.

•••
It is of utmost importance that the children, the 

guarantors, should be present when the Ten Commandments 

are read in the shul on Shavuos. (See page 29)

If not attending services due to Covid-19, it would 

only be right to gather the children and together recite the 

Ten Commandments. 

For the seriousness of the occasion, it is suggested that 

the reading be done while standing and respectfully read. 
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T he Torah describes the revelation at Sinai with colorful 
strokes, depicting a multimedia event of lightning, thunder, fire 
and smoke. A major production. 
One of the special effects is alluded to in the enigmatic 
phrase the Torah uses to describe the event: “The nation saw 
the sounds.” Saw the sounds? In the words Rabbi Akiva, “They 
saw what is normally heard and heard what is normally seen.” 
This feat was not an excessive show of Divine omnipotence, a 
bonus miracle thrown in to take the event over the top. Rather, 
the reversal of perceptions was in fact central to the event itself.
As human beings, we normally see physical existence - 
not only with our physical eyes but also with the eyes of our 
minds. What we normally see is the world of nature, a facade 
that conceals the Divine reality. We see BMWs and political 
campaigns, ticker tape and the all-powerful bottom line. We 
do not see G-d, justice, purpose, holiness, goodness - the entire 
realm of meaning and spirit is hidden. We hear about these 
things, both with our physical ears and the ears of our minds. 
But we do not see them. It is not our basic, natural reality. 
At Mount Sinai, the Israelites saw what is normally heard. 
Their reality was G-d, holiness, goodness, Heaven. These were not 
abstract concepts that they believed in or even understood - it was 
who they were. And they heard what is normally seen. Their own 
independent consciousness, the physical world, human reality was 
to them a foreign concept that they were hearing about. At Sinai, 
they experienced truth; they experienced the world of Paradise, 
the everyday reality of the tzadikim (men and women of great 
spirit), the everyday reality of the world we all hope and pray for.
How do we come to perceive the visible, physical world 
with the distant perception of hearing? First, we must condition 
ourselves to think of the world as a creation, not something that 
always was and that must be. In fact, the closer our minds are 
aligned with the Divine reality, the more the idea of an earthly 
reality becomes an impossibility. 
The closer you are to seeing what it looks like from the 
Source, from the perception of Creator, not that of Creation, the 
more distant and fuzzy the facade of the earthly reality becomes. 
Now you need some philosophic proof to prove not that 
the Divine exists - but that the world exists! You begin to dig 

beyond the surface of what is and into the “how did it come to 
be” and why. It came to be through the will of the Creator for the 
purpose of serving as a platform for the realization of the Divine 
on a physical plane.
Obviously, then, you would see in everything in the world - 
every object, every occurrence, every phenomenon - only that 
element of it that serves to fulfill the purpose of creation. You are 
not fooled by the bubble.
In the words of the Rebbe: In regard to a “No,” something 
that opposes holiness - even a “No” such as idolatry, the greatest 
opposition to the oneness of G-d - Rabbi Akiva perceives even in 
this, not so much the No, the evil side, but primarily the Yes, the 
good side, the fact that through the opposition one can fulfill the 
command of G-d, “You shall not have [other gods]…”
The Talmud relates: It happened after the Romans destroyed 
the Temple. The sages were going up to Jerusalem and saw a fox 
coming out of the ruins of what was once the Holy of Holies. 
They began to weep. They looked over at Rabbi Akiva - and he 
was laughing.
“Why do you laugh?” they asked. “Why do you weep?” he 
replied.
“We stand before the holiest place in the world, where 
only once a year, on Yom Kippur, the high priest alone was 
allowed to enter, and now foxes are strolling through it - and we 
should not weep?”
“And that is why I laugh. Now that I have seen that the prophecy 
of doom uttered by our prophets has been fulfilled in all its tragic 
detail, I know that the prophecy of goodness will be fulfilled in 
its entire splendor. What I see here is that one day the words of 
Zachariah will be fulfilled: ‘Old men and women will yet sit in the 
plazas of Jerusalem… boys and girls will yet play in its streets’.”
The sages turned to Rabbi Akiva and said: “Akiva, you have 
comforted us. Akiva, you have comforted us’.”
Even in such a “No” as a fox emerging from the Holy of Holies, 
Rabbi Akvia saw not the “No” - the negative element of it, but 
rather the “Yes,” the testimony it offered to the future fulfillment of 
Zechariah’s prophecy.

BY RABBI YOSEF MARCUS, FARBRENGEN MAGAZINE

SEEING 
  the  
SOUND
WHEN NO IS YES
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Torah is a living encounter with G-d. The revelation of G-d at 

Mt. Sinai wasn’t just an opportunity for the Jewish people to receive 

G-d’s law, but experience G-d’s love. What happened at Mt. Sinai 

was a personal, face-to-face encounter with G-d. 

Torah was and continues to be G-d’s love letter. It is the greatest 

gift ever, because it embodies G-d’s presence. When learning 

the Torah, a person can actually feel G-d’s closeness. The Talmud 

teaches that when G-d gave the Torah to the Jewish people He said, 

“I have invested My soul in the writing.”

Imagine you receive a love letter. You are at work and eating 

lunch in the employee cafeteria, and someone drops off a letter in 

front of you. It’s a letter from your lover. You stop for a moment to read 

it. You give it special attention. In fact, you’ll move to a special place 

because this letter “deserves more”.

Now, you open the letter carefully, you start reading your 

beloved’s words and you begin to hear his or her voice. And then 

you feel their presence.

If you’re anything like me, you’ll read the letter over and over 

again. The first time you read it you get the simple meaning. But 

then you read it more carefully. You notice that your beloved begins 

telling you about the weather and then starts talking about their 

mother. What’s the connection, you wonder. You then read the letter 

again and now you see that there are hints in this letter. You pay 

attention not only to what it says, but also to the way the sentences 

are structured. Then you go over it again because you realize that 

there is more to it. You look at the forms of the very letters. There are 

secrets in the nuances of the actual shape of the letters. You then start 

looking for the deeper, subtle meanings. 

Once you’ve analyzed every aspect, you carefully refold the 

letter, place it in its envelope and tuck it away for safekeeping. You 

save this letter because you sense the presence of your beloved 

within these mere sheets of paper.

When someone else will read the very same letter, will that 

person feel the presence of your beloved? No. He’d just get the 

letter’s simple meaning, the information. But for you it would be 

different. You wouldn’t just be reading the letter; you’d get involved 

in it. And through your involvement with the words, nuances, and 

deeper meanings, you’d meet your beloved.

This is the way Jews learn Torah. Getting involved with the text, 

searching its deeper meaning, especially the esoteric part of the 

Torah, we hear G-d’s voice, feel the Divine presence and experience 

G-d’s love, and relive the revelation at Sinai each day of our lives.

The Torah is more than the rules of life. The Torah embodies 

not only a way of life, but also a way to love. The wisdom and 

commandments of the Torah empower us to love each other and love 

G-d. Shavuot is a day to celebrate the laws in love of G-d.

THE TORAH IS REFERRED TO AS "PARDES" (ORCHARD)

BECAUSE IT OPERATES IN DIFFERENT LEVELS AND DIMENSIONS

T H E  F O U R  B A S I C  L E V E L S :

1. P’Shat            2. Remez              3. D’Rush             4. Sod
 Basic  The The The secret- 
 textual      hinted inferred esoteric   
 meaning        meaning       meaning      meaning

A Love Letter        from G-d

In Memory of our Beloved Parents
 Jonas and Lutka Gutman and Ernst Goldner 

 

- Mark & Fran Goldner
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T he polls are mixed on that count. Recent surveys 

show that as much as 80-90% of Americans will say 

that they believe in G-d, but 40-50% will say they do 

not practice a religion.

Indeed, if G-d is all-powerful and infinite, and religion is a set of 

laws and rituals and a list of things that limit us, it would seem that 

G-d could hardly be described as “religious.” Nor would it seem 

that being religious will bring a person closer to the infinite G-d. 

If G-d transcends all limitation and definition, why would 

the way to relate to G-d be to impose further restriction and 

definition on our already finite and constricted lives?

Yet this paradox is not confined to the religious-spiritual aspect 

of the human experience. Throughout the ages, whenever man has 

endeavored to escape the bounds of the mundane and the everyday, 

he did so by submitting to a structured, even rigid, code of behavior.

My favorite example for this is the discipline of music. There are 

just so many musical notes on the scale, and no one – not even 

the greatest musician – can create additional notes or subtract 

any. Anyone who wishes to play or compose music must conform 

to this absolute, immutable system.

And yet, by submitting to this framework, the musician will 

create a piece of music that touches the deepest place in a 

person’s heart – a place that cannot be described, much less 

defined. By using this very precise, mathematical formula, the 

musician will create something that transports the listener to a 

place high above the confines and fetters of everyday life, high 

above the strictures of physics and mathematics.

Imagine, then, a musical discipline whose laws are dictated by 

the inventor and creator of life – by the one who has intimate 

knowledge of life’s every strength and every vulnerability, of its 

every potential and its every sensitivity.

The only question remaining is: but why so many laws? Why 

must this discipline dictate how we are to wake and how we are 

to sleep, and virtually everything in between?

Because life itself, in all its infinite complexity, is our instrument 

of connection with G-d. Every “scale” on its “range” must be 

exploited to achieve the optimum connection.

Music being our metaphor, we cannot but quote the famous 

anecdote in which Archduke Ferdinand of Austria reputedly 

says to Mozart, “Beautiful music, but far too many notes.” To 

which the composer replied, “Yes, your majesty, but not one 

more than necessary.”

BY RABBI SIMON JACOBSON

A Love Letter        from G-d   I S  G - D 
 R E L I G I O U S ?
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THE TORAH, IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS, makes an 
outlandish assertion. It says that G-d created man in His image. 
What's that supposed to mean?

G-D CREATED MAN in His image in the same way that an 
author creates all his characters in his image. Each character 
in the story expresses a different aspect of the author. Even the 
interaction between the characters is in some way an unfolding 
of the truth of the author.

ON THE OTHER HAND, there are other characters that the 
author doesn't identify with. Every good story has an antagonist, 
a villain. Every good book has a problem character who creates 
all the tension. Why is that character there? Because the villain 
plays the essential role of bringing out the inner selves of all the 
other characters. That's an important role. The role of the evil 
people in the story is to help the good people in the story reveal 
their deepest selves, demonstrate extraordinary courage, 
tremendous fortitude, new commitment, etc.

THE ANTAGONIST IN EVERY STORY is actually providing 
the opportunities for the other charecters to make great 
choices that embody great goodness. The villain is actually 
serving the best interest of all the other charecters, and, of 
course, the author (who the story is really all about).

THEREFORE EVERY CHARACTER IS serving the author. 
However, some characters are serving the author directly, 
as direct expressions of himself into the world he created.  
And some are serving the author indirectly – by creating 
opportunities for others to be of direct service.

THIS IS THE ESSENCE OF ALL choices of every character. To 
serve or not to serve is not the question, and it is not the choice. 
Every character serves the author. The choice is only about how 
you serve-- directly, playing the good guy, or indirectly, playing 
the villain.

AND WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES it make if you serve directly 
or indirectly? It really does not make a difference to the author-- 
his story will be written. But it sure does make a difference 
to you, the character. Your choices not only determine the 

outcome of your final scene but also the quality of your life 
throughout the whole story. 

AS WE ALL KNOW, the good guys win in the end. Sure, they 
might lose some battles along the way but they always win the 
war. However, even when they appear to be losing, often they 
are really winning, because in every moment of their struggle 
they achieve personal transformation and enjoy a profound 
sense of identification with the author. This is not the case for 
the villain. Worse than the great demise that awaits him in the 
final scene is the pain he suffers daily. His soul is alienated from 
its Divine Source and his inner world has no connection with 
G-d and is therefore void of any lasting value or meaning.

NOW WE HAVE A BETTER UNDERSTANDING of the true 
meaning of “Serving G-d” or not “serving G-d.”  Generally, when 
you pick up the Torah, and you read about serving G-d, you 
may feel put off.  Why would I want to serve G-d? Be servile? It 
seems kind of demeaning. But if you’re a character in the story, 
how could you not want serve the author? It’s who you are.  
And it’s the greatest honor in the world. 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN to serve the author directly? It means 
that I am a vehicle for the expression of the author into his story. 
The more I serve the author, the more the author's presence 
permeates my very being, and the more I discover that I am 
actually a spark of the author and I play a role in HIStory. It's 
not about obedience. It's about self-expression. It's about who 
you are, why you are, who is G-d and why He creates.

WHEN G-D OFFERED the Torah and its commandments to 
the Jewish people, they recognized that the Great Author of life 
was presenting them not only Holy Scripture but the Script of 
for daily life. They understood that the Torah was, is, and always 
will be the guiding force of the universe at the core of all being. 
They realized that the principles and the commandments of 
the Torah empower them to play the best part, be all we can be, 
serve and experience our story as part of His-Story.

BY DAVID AARON, CHABAD.ORG

Be a Star in His-Story
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HOW MANY MITZVOS are there?  613, of course.

A GREAT MANY MITZVOS are associated with the 

service in the temple in Jerusalem.  Until such time when 

Moshiach comes and the temple is rebuilt, how many 

Mitzvos are applicable today?

KING DAVID – whose Yahrzeit is on Shavuos – 

declares in Psalms, “They [Mitzvos] are more desirable 

than פז, find gold.”  In Hebrew, the letters פז - paz - 

have the numerical value of 87.

EIGHTY-SEVEN is the number of postive Mitzvos which 

can possibly be performed nowadays. They include 

the observance of the holidays, performance of a Bris, 

weddings, etc.  There are relatively few Mitzovs which 

are observed regularly – loving a friend, giving charity, 

reciting the Shma, putting on tefillin, grace after meals, 

observing Shabbat, studying Torah and a few others.

SHAVUOS IS A GOOD time to upgrade one’s 

observance of these common Mitzvos.

LIKE FINE GOLD 

It was the most radical event in history.  Time’s most crucial moment, the watershed 

event of the entire human drama.  Erupting in a single place in a single day, it crashed 

through borders of nation and culture, implanted itself in the minds of thinkers and the 

hearts of ordinary men and women, surfed on the bumps and barriers of time.  Until 

nothing was left the same, no ruler could set the same rules, no mind could think the 

same thoughts, no mouth could speak the same words.  The landscape was transformed 

and the inner space of the human psyche could never return to its original self.

Even now, its echo reverberates though every moment of our day--  louder and louder as 

time goes on.  The vision, the sounds, the smell and the trembling are branded onto the 

very circuity of our souls.

Every year, once a year, as sure as the spring that blossoms at that time, we gather to relive 

that event. The experience that wrought us into a people and forged our consciousness as 

individuals.

T H E  E V E N T  T H A T  T R A N S F O R M E D  T H E  W O R L D
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T HE PREPARATIONS for any 
given event give us an idea as to 
the substance of the anticipated 

event. The person in a camping site 
collecting dry wood and arranging it in 
a pile is getting ready to make a bonfire, 
and the woman in a bridal boutique 
purchasing a white wedding gown is 
preparing for her wedding day. It’s a 
pretty fair assumption that the wedding 
gown isn’t intended for wearing at 
a bonfire, and the wood isn’t being 
stacked in a pyramid in anticipation of 
a wedding reception. The same applies 
with preparations for spiritual and 
religious events. And scouring the house 
in search of chametz is a sure sign that 
Passover is approaching—a holiday 
when the possession of all leavened 
substances is banned for eight days.

SHAVUOT IS THE HOLIDAY that marks 
the anniversary of the day when G-d 
gave us the Torah. This monumental 
day also follows a preparation period—
the seven-week Omer counting period. 
We prepare for Shavuot by counting 
numbers.

INTERESTINGLY, the Torah portion 
of Bamidbar is always read shortly 
before Shavuot, usually on the Shabbat 
immediately preceding the holiday. 
This Torah reading begins the book of 
Numbers, and the portion is indeed filled 

with numbers. First a census is taken of 
the Israelites, and the Torah supplies us 
with the number of Israelites in each 
tribe and in each of the four “flags,” and 
then gives the grand totals. The Levites 
are then counted—twice. The firstborns 
earn their very own headcount, too.

WHY THE COUNTDOWN to the 
holiday of Shavuot? What is the 
connection between numbers and 
counting, and the special gift our nation 
received on this holiday?

COUNTING IS AN equalizer. Every 
unit which is counted adds up to one, 
no more and no less. Let us use the 
two countings which we have just 
mentioned—the Omer counting and the 
censuses of the Israelites—as examples:

THE SEVEN WEEKS of the Omer period 
contain many different days, some 
holy and exciting, others seemingly 
mundane and ordinary. On one side 
we have the days of Passover, seven 
Shabbats, Rosh Chodesh, and the 
deeply mystical holiday of Lag BaOmer; 
and then we have the “back to dull 
work” Mondays and the rest of the run-
of-the-mill days. But as concerns the 
counting of the Omer, each of these 
days has the exact same value: one 
day in the journey towards Shavuot. 
This is because no matter the external 
qualities (or non-qualities) that any 

given day may possess, in essence every 
day is a carbon copy of the day that just 
passed and the day to follow. Every day 
is a gift from G-d, and we are intended 
to use it, to maximize it to its utmost in 
His service. 

HOW ARE WE TO serve Him on any 
particular day will vary—some days 
we serve G-d by going to work, and on 
other days we serve Him by abstaining 
from work. Some days we serve Him 
by eating, and on others we serve Him 
by fasting. Counting days allows us to 
focus on what unites them all, their 
common factor and purpose.

THE SAME IS TRUE with regards to 
counting Jews. As a nation, we are far 
from a homogenous group. This is true 
in all areas—and our service of G-d is 
no exception. Depending on our unique 
talents, some of us serve G-d through 
assiduous Torah study, others through 
volunteering time in public service, 
others through financially supporting 
worthy causes, and yet others through 
reciting Psalms with devotion and 
sincerity. Leaders and followers. Old 
and young. Men and women. Scholars 
and laymen. Every segment of our 
nation, and indeed every individual 
person, serves G-d in his or her unique 
way.

AND THE COUNTING of the Jews 

Count
 down
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Count
 down

teaches us that the service of any one 
person isn’t more or less important than 
the service of another. One’s service may 
be more attractive, flashy and attention-
grabbing than another’s; but at the core we 
are all involved in the exact same pursuit—
serving our Creator with all our available 
talents and resources.

ALL THESE COUNTINGS lead to Shavuot, 
the day when we were given the Torah, the 
ultimate equalizer.

THE ESSENCE AND purpose of all of 
creation is G-d’s desire for a physical 
abode, an earthly realm which would be 
transformed into a hospitable habitat 
where His essence could be expressed. 
It is the Torah that (a) reveals to us this 
divine plan; (b) contains the mitzvot, the 
tools with which we bring this purpose to 
realization; and thus (c) brings harmony 
and equality to all of creation—for it 
shows us how every one of its myriads of 
components is essentially identical, for 
they all have one purpose.

AS SHAVUOT approaches, let us take this 
message to heart. Every person counts. 
Every day counts. Every component 
of creation counts. And we should be 
counting our blessings that we were given 
the Torah—without which nothing would 
count.

BY RABBI NAFTALI SILBERBERG

T H E  T E N 
C O M M A N D M E N T S

1.  “I AM THE LORD YOUR G-D WHO 
 BROUGHT YOU OUT OF THE LAND 
 OF EGYPT, OUT OF THE HOUSE OF 
 BONDAGE”

2.  “ YOU SHALL HAVE NO OTHER GODS 
 BEFORE ME.”

3.  “ YOU SHALL NOT TAKE THE NAME OF 
 THE LORD YOUR G-D IN VAIN; FOR THE 
 LORD WILL NOT HOLD GUILTLESS ONE 
 WHO TAKES HIS NAME IN VAIN.”

4.  “REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY, TO 
 KEEP IT HOLY.”

5.  “HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER.”

6.  “ YOU SHALL NOT MURDER.”

7.  “ YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY.”

8.  “ YOU SHALL NOT STEAL.”

9.  “ YOU SHALL NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS 
 AGAINST YOUR NEIGHBOR.”

10. “ YOU SHALL NOT COVET YOUR  
 NEIGHBOR ’S HOUSE; YOU SHALL NOT 
 COVET YOUR NEIGHBOR ’S WIFE, HIS 
 MANSERVANT, HIS MAID-SERVANT,  
 HIS OX, HIS DONKEY, NOR ANYTHING 
 THAT IS YOUR NEIGHBOR ’S.”



16   |   C E L E B R A T I O N

3The Secret of the Number Three                                                                                            
The number three seems to play a central role in the giving 
of the Torah.  Our sages state: “Everything connected with the 
giving of the Torah was of a triple nature: the Torah consists 
of Chumash (the five books of Moses), Prophets, and the Holy 
Writing (TeNaCH).  It was given to Israel, comprised of Kohanim 
(priests), Levites and Israelites, through Moses, the third child in 
the family, after three days of preparation, in the third month of 
the Jewish calendar (Sivan).

What is the significance of the number 
three in our history and tradition?

ONE AND TWO
One connotes absolute singularity. G-d is one. There is no 
room for other gods; there can be only one.
Two introduces distinction. You can only have two when one 
is different from the other. Differences introduce discord, which 
in turn gives rise to conflict. Two is the number of division and 
opposites.
Two is also the number of finitude. While one is global—filling 
all space, (there is no other to contend with) — two is by definition 
finite. There is a point at which one ends and the other begins.
In this sense, one represents G-d, and two represents all else, 
i.e., creation. Indeed, our sages taught that on the first day of 
creation G-d was alone in His world. On the second day, discord 
was introduced.

THREE
Three introduces a new element: the mediator that dissolves 
the conflict and creates harmony. With the introduction of the 
third element, what was formerly perceived as conflict emerges 
as harmonious.
Separation is not always negative. Differences can also be 
catalysts for improvement. Day two introduced differences, and 
on the surface appears to conflict with the uniformity of day 
one. But day three demonstrated that it is sometimes through 
separation and distinction that the goals of unity are furthered. 
Three is thus the number of resolution and reconciliation.

THE MEDIATOR
Let us take this to the next level. One represents G d. Two 
represents conflict—or creation itself. Whereas G d was the only 
existence before creation, it now appears that He shares space with 
the universe that He created, which, if true, would detract from His 
singularity. He would no longer be completely alone, no longer the 
only play in town. There is now a universe to reckon with.
What resolves the “conflict of creation”? The Torah. The Torah 

teaches that the world G-d created is not separate from its 
Creator. Rather, it was created with the intention to be an abode 
for G-d. The universe was not intended to be apart from G-d; it was 
intended to serve G-d’s purpose as outlined in the Torah, and it is 
thus an extension of Him. Once we note that the Torah plays the 
role of “mediator”, we are not surprised to learn that the Torah was 
given in the third month.

RESOLVING INTERNAL CONFLICT
The resolution between a singular G-d and a multifaceted 
creation applies on the personal, individual level, as well as on 
the macro level.
Among G-d’s creations, some are permitted to us and some are 
not; some are healthy for us and some are not. In a perfect world, 
in a world dominated by the number one, we would partake only 
of those things that are permitted by G-d, and healthy for the 
human body.
However, we live in a world dominated by the number two, by 
the elements that draw us away from that which is healthy, G-dly 
and right. Place a pacifier and a flame before an infant, and the 
child will reach for the fire. Place a carrot and a candy before a 
toddler, and the child will reach for the candy. Place a book and 
a Game Boy before a teen, and the kid will opt for the Game Boy. 
This does not change when we mature. Place a treadmill and a 
TV before an adult, and watch the grownup reach for the remote.
This is the one versus two, or the singularity versus pluralism, 
dilemma. In a perfect world, only permissible and healthy things 
exist. In an imperfect world, temptation also exists. Are the two 
in conflict?
Our ancestors were arrayed in groups of three, and our tradition 
centers so prominently around the number three to remind us 
that this internal conflict can be resolved. G-d did not create the 
holy and unholy, the healthy and unhealthy, the permissible and 
forbidden so that they would conflict, but so that they would 
complement each other.
His purpose in creating the forbidden, un-G-dly and unhealthy 
was to give us the possibility to find resolution, not in indulgence, 
but in our ability to turn down an option. If only permissible and 
holy things existed, our worship would not be of our own volition; 
what choice would we have? Now that a dizzying array of choices 
exists, and what’s more, the unhealthy and the forbidden is more 
appetizing than the healthy and permitted, we truly have the 
choice to do what is right.
This is the power of three. It makes the Torah relevant on a 
personal level and brings the message of  Shavuot to life.

ADAPTED FROM AN ARTICLE BY LAZER GURKOW - CHABAD.ORG
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3 A round the turn of the twentieth century, Vladimir, 
an illiterate and unworldly Siberian peasant, struck 
it rich. One day he was offered a very lucrative 

business proposition. Closing the deal, however, required his 
presence in Moscow.

Moscow. He was pretty sure that a horse – even the sturdiest 
his village had to offer – would not be able to make the trip of 
several thousand kilometers….Some of the more sophisticated 
residents of the town came to his rescue, advising him about the 
existence of a new mode of transportation, a “train.” If he were 
to travel to Novosibirsk, the closest large city, he would be able 
to catch a train to Moscow.

Thus, one final day found Vladimir in the central train station of 
Novosibirsk. When he informed the lady behind the ticket counter 
of his intended destination, she asked him what sort of ticket he 
wished to purchase: a first, second, or third-class ticket. A third-
class ticket, she explained, offered absolutely no amenities, and 
didn’t even guarantee a spot on the train. If the arriving train was 
already filled to capacity, he would have to wait for the next one. 
A second-class ticket offered a greater chance of a spot on the 
train, along with more comfortable accommodations. A first-
class ticket came with a guaranteed seat, and all the amenities 
necessary to ensure a luxurious and comfortable journey.

Money was no issue, so first class it would be. The ticket lady 
explained to her consumer that the ticket was non-refundable, and 
should be guarded carefully. Vladimir heeded her advice, and tucked 
his ticket beneath the many layers of clothing he was wearing.

As it turned out, the train would not arrive for another few 
days. Vladimir noted the date and time of its anticipated arrival, 
arranged for lodgings in the interim, and arrived back at the 
station two hours early, since this was his first time attempting 
such a journey. He decided to just follow the flow, assuming that 
he would be fine as long as he copied exactly what his fellow 
travelers were doing.

The train arrived. After his initial shock at seeing such a 
monstrously large caravan of cars, Vladimir regained his 
composure and scanned the terminal to see what to do. As it was 
early, most of the passengers had not yet arrived, but he noticed 
three passengers boarding the very last car on the train. He 
followed them into the car, and when each one climbed beneath 
one of the benches in the car, he did the same. Unfortunately, 
he wasn’t fully familiar with proper stowaway protocol, and his 
feet jutted out across the aisle of the third-class car.

It was dark and lonely beneath the bench, and Vladimir 
quickly dozed off. He didn’t feel the train start to move, and 
didn’t hear the conductor entering the car. He did, however, feel 
a sharp kick to his shins, and the startled peasant was expertly 
hoisted out by the burly conductor.

“You moron, you think this is a free ride?” he bellowed. “You 
need a ticket to ride this train!”

“What’s the problem, sir,” Vladimir meekly responded. “I 
have a ticket.”

The other travelers on the train car burst out laughing at 
this ludicrous claim. Their laughter only intensified when he 
started peeling off layer after layer of clothing, starting with his 
expensive fur coat and ending with his undergarments. But, 
much to their astonishment, he pulled out a ticket – a first-class 
ticket, no less!

After verifying that the ticket was indeed authentic, the 
conductor, in a distinctly humbled tone of voice, asked the 
obvious: “Sir, you have an expensive first-class ticket; pray tell 
me why you are lying under a bench in the third-class?!”

“Because that’s what the other were doing…” was the 
embarrassed response.

We, too, travel through life’s long journey. At Mount Sinai, 
we were given a first-class ticket. One day, the Conductor will 
want to know whether we used it or not.

BY RABBI NAFTALI SILBERBERG

F I R S T -

C L A S S 

S T O W A W AY
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Beraita
Tosefta

Jerusalem Talmud Babylonian Talmud

Works and Responsa of Rabbanan Savurai

Works and Responsa of Geonim

Turim (R. Ya’akov Ba’al Haturim)

“Scripture, Mishnah, Talmud, Aggadah, even what young students will innovate in the future
before their teacher, were all already said to Moses on Sinai.” (Jerusalem Talmud, Peah 2:4)

Shulchan Aruch (R. Yosef Karo)
Rema (R. Moshe Isserles)

Orach Chayim

Magen
David

Magen
Avraham

Turei
Zahav

Siftei
Kohen

Chelkat
Mechokek

Beit
Shmuel

Meirat
Einayim

Siftei
Kohen

Yoreh Dei’ah Even Ha’ezer Choshen Mishpat

(”Code of Jewish Law”)

The “Codi�ers”
Alfas (Yitzhak Alfasi) Rambam (Moses Maimonides) Rosh (R. Asher)

Six Orders of Mishnah
Seeds Season Women Damages Holy Things Purities

WritingsProphets
Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song 

of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, 
Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, 
Ezra, Nehemiah, Chronicles

Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, 

Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 

Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

Midrash
Midrash Rabah, Midrash Tanchuma,

Yalkut Shimoni, etc.

Torah
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy

Zohar

Mechilta Sifra Sifrei

THE TOR AH FROM SINAI
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DO A 
MITZVAH  
LAST WEEK I MET "Mike". We spoke 
about Passover and everything that 
comes with it (you know what it is! It's a 
lot of stress making sure all preparations 
are done...)
BEFORE I LEFT, I OFFERED him to do the 
Mitzvah of Tefillin.
"RABBI, YOU KNOW I am a secular Jew. 
I don't do this".
"FIRST OF ALL, LABELS are for shirts and 
not for people. Don't label yourself. A 
Jew is a Jew, and that's all that matters.
"SECONDLY, A MITZVAH is a Mitzvah. 
When we do a Mitzvah, regardless of 
what you know or believe about it, it just 
feels right".

•••

MUCH INK HAS BEEN SPILLED over the 
Rebbe's vision, leadership and impact. 
Still, little has been written about the 
challenge he faced. 
IT WAS A UNIQUE AND unprecedented 
challenge, the challenge of "life is good".
MOST OF OUR HISTORY WAS filled 
with Tzuris. You name it: Poverty, 
persecution, blood libels, pogroms... the 
list goes on and on. The Jewish leaders in 
every generation dedicated their lives to 
protecting, defending, and caring for the 
Jewish people.
WHEN THE REBBE ASSUMED leadership 
of the Chabad-Lubavitch movement in 
1950, the world had changed. The Shtetels 
were gone; Getto-style living was out of 
fashion. The Jewish nation had found its 
way into the Western world, embracing 

the opportunities it provided and looking 
forward to finally being treated equally.
LIFE WAS GOOD.
YET THE SURVIVAL of the Jewish people 
was now at risk.
THIS TIME, THE THREATS WERE not 
from cossacks or evil inquisitors. It is a 
threat from within. The threat of apathy 
and assimilation; the threat that the new 
generations raised will care more about 
climbing the ladders of financial success 
and less about Jewish identity and 
continuity. 
THE REBBE CARED DEEPLY about 
this issue. From the first moment of his 
leadership, he spoke about it. Not as a 
"problem" that we need to kvetch and 
worry about, but rather as a calling that 
should inspire us to find new ways to 
connect our fellow Jews with Judaism.
SO WHAT are we to do about this? 
YOU'D EXPECT THE REBBE to launch an 
ad campaign in all major newspapers, 
explaining why assimilation is terrible.
OR PERHAPS RAISE a few million dollars 
to establish a body to research the topic 
of Jewish apathy.
HE DID NONE OF THAT. Instead, he had 
a simple - and genius - suggestion:
GET JEWS TO DO MITZVOT.
ON ITS FACE, doing a Mitzvah doesn't 
seem so valuable. Someone put on Tefillin 
or lit Shabbat candles once; what's the 
big deal? Is that what is going to save 
Judaism?
SO THE FIRST ANSWER is a resounding 
yes. Because as Maimonides had taught 
us, people must always see themselves as 
if the entire world is on balance, and one 
good deed can tip the scale for the better. 
THE SECOND ANSWER is another 
resounding yes.
ACTIONS ARE USUALLY an expression 
of our deep desires. We work because 
we care about being financially security 

and secure. We cook (or buy) food 
because the flavors and smell will bring 
us great satisfaction. We listen to the news 
because being knowledgeable makes us 
feel powerful. 
EVERY JEW HAS a profound and 
unbreakable connection to G-d and 
Judaism in the Rebbe's eyes. When you 
offer a Jew to do a Mitzvah, it's not 
merely a meaningless action; it's an 
expression of their deep essence. It's like 
putting a spark next to a barrel of oil, that 
little spark is going to do wonders.
AND NOW, LOOKING at the last few 
decades, we can see how the Rebbe's idea 
had sparked a revitalization of Jewish life 
all around the globe. We can confidently 
say that naturally every Jewish person 
alive today was significantly impacted by 
the Rebbe. 
WE ARE NOW in the midst of the Rebbe's 
120th year (birthday 11 Nissan, April 12 
2022). Allow me to suggest that we join 
the Rebbe in his quest, and vision, and 
plan, and adopt the Rebbe's novel idea 
and apply it in our daily lives:
LET'S DO A MITZVAH.
IN CONJUNCTION WITH Shavous, 
when we're granted the Torah and mitzvot, 
let's commit to integrating one more holy 
act into our schedule. It can be a Mitzvah 
between G-d and us or something we do 
to help and inspire others. Either way, 
this Mitzvah will do us a lot of good in 
bringing our inner self into the fire.
OUR SOULS WILL BE HAPPY WE DID.
OUR MINDS WILL BE HAPPY WE DID.
AND THE JEWISH PEOPLE will be happy 
we did. Because our additional one 
"small" Mitzvah is one of the greatest 
contributions to ensuring that our people 
will survive and thrive.

BY RABBI  MENDY KAMINKER
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I t was Friday January 12, 2007, 7:51 am.  
Joshua Bell, world renowned concert violinist 
approaches the platform of a bustling subway at 

L’Enfant Plaza: Washington, D.C.  

Less than twelve hours prior, Bell had played for a captivated 
audience of thousands in the library of Congress.  People paid 
hundreds of dollars for a ticket; musical connoisseurs and 
critics alike flocked to the hall to hear the young violinist play 
intricate musical movements, flawlessly.  

Now, just shy of eight am on a Friday, Bell enters a subway 
station dressed as an average street person; jeans, t-shirt, and a 
baseball cap.  The reason for the violinist’s strange whereabouts 
and getup is a spontaneous social experiment.  A Washington 
Post reporter was curious to see what would happen if the 
talented and famous Joshua Bell played his instrument, 
not in Carnegie Hall or the New York Philharmonic, but an 
unassuming subway.  

It was anybody’s guess as to what would happen.  Would 
people recognize him? Notice the talent and genius? Would 
a crowd gather?  Would he make money?  Would passersby 
remain oblivious to the elite performance they were receiving 
for free? 

A hidden camera documented the scene that unfolded during 
the 45 minutes that Bell played.  First, he opened the case of 
his 3 million dollar Stradivarius and removed the instrument.  
Then, he placed some dollars and coins into the case as seed 
money, and turned it to face of the oncoming pedestrians.  And 

then, He began to play.  

Bell played for 45 minutes, opening with a 14-minute piece 
by Bach, a piece considered to be the greatest solo violin work 
and one of the greatest musical compositions ever created.  

This piece coupled with his masterpiece of an instrument, 
should have induced a large crowd; if not a reaction at least.  
But of the 1,097 people that passed by on their commute, a 
grand total of seven people stopped. 27 people gave a donation. 
His total earnings: 32 dollars - barley a fraction of what he 
was paid for his concert the night before.  

Who Stopped?  Children, being pulled along by their mothers. 
A 50-year-old Washington bureaucrat who had trained as a 
teenager to be a concert violinist.  A young woman who had 
heard him play the night before. 

And the other 1,090 people? The other people didn’t hear the 
music. The music was playing and they weren’t hearing it.  They 
were deaf to the splendor they were being offered on a silver 
platter; so caught up they were in busyness of everyday routine.  

Thousands of years ago, at the foot of Sinai, we were given 
a “Strad violin,” an instrument to generate the most exquisite 
music the world has ever heard—music for our souls, for our 
homes, for our communities, and for the world at large. “Your 
laws have been symphonies for me,” King David sings in Psalms. 

Life is a powerful symphony and you can contribute your 
sonata. The objective of Judaism is to allow each person, and 
each creature, to express their deepest music. It sees each of 

The Experiment
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us as a “violin,” capable of producing our unique ballad. In the 
famous words of 12th-century Spanish poet Rabbi Judah Halevi 
“ani kinor leshi’rayich,” I am a violin to your melodies.

Yet, so often the music can be playing right near us, yet we 
ignore it. We can have one of the greatest violinists on the 
subway playing the most beautiful ballads, but we are too busy, 
too stressed, too rushed, too lazy, too callous, too overwhelmed 
to even stop and take it in.

We were given the Torah—the most time-tested violin. It 
produces the most profound music—not only classical music 
to enrich the spirit, but Divine music to give meaning to life, 
to offer depth, hope, vitality, spirituality, purpose to life; Divine 
music to keep families together, marriages fresh, intimacy alive; 
Divine music to be able to find happiness and joy in a world of 
chaos, fear, anxiety, depression, and confusion; Divine music to 
offer perspective, vision, wisdom, guidance in a time of moral 
ambivalence; Divine music that allowed us to stay the course 
and thrive over three millennia, despite endless challenges and 
savage suffering.

The music is right here, right now. But we can just pass by and 
ignore it. Not because we are bad, but simply because we are in 
a rush or we are just too entrenched in our comfort zones.

Who paid attention to Bell?  Children being pulled along by 
their mothers. Children who’s curious, innocent, open, souls 
haven’t been obscured and jaded by the passage of time.  An 
older man who had been training to be a concert violinist in 
his earlier years.  An older man who had learned and trained 
tirelessly to recognize and play the music on his own.  A woman 
who had heard him play the previous night. A woman who was 
invested in looking for opportunities to hear the music.  

If we want to hear the music, we need to be sensitized to it: 
open and attuned like young children.  If we want to hear the 
music we need to be learning about it.  Tirelessly studying to 
be able to understand and appreciate the genius of every note 
and key.  If we want to hear the music, we need to be constantly 
searching for opportunities to tune in.  

On Shavuos we dedicate a holiday to re-experience the joy 
of receiving our eternal and sacred Torah. It is a day to reflect 
and re-dedicate ourselves to cherish and study the Torah and 
internalize its message. 

Take pause and celebrate the music which has allowed our 
souls to soar and touch heaven, every day, every moment.

HOLD 
HANDS ACROSS

GENERATIONS

ב"ה

ר ו ד ו ר  ו ד ל

ENSURE THAT OUR RICH JEWISH 
HERITAGE WILL BE PASSED TO 

FUTURE GENERATIONS.

Leave an eternal legacy to the Jewish community.
Remember Chabad Lubavitch in your will.

For more information on planned giving:  
414-316-4645 | www.chabadwi.org/plannedgiving



22   |   C E L E B R A T I O N

             EGGPLANTRollatini
A  D E L I C I O U S  D A I R Y  S H A V U O S  D I S H

E G G P L A N T  A N D
C H E E S E  S T U F F I N G :
3 medium eggplants, about 3 lbs.

Olive oil

16 oz Ricotta cheese

2 cups of your favorite prepared marinara sauce or create your own

½ cup shredded Mozzarella cheese

2 garlic cloves, minced

5 basil leaves, shredded

1 egg, lightly beaten

Salt and pepper to taste

FOR THE EGGPLANT AND STUFFING: Preheat broiler to high. 

Remove the tops of the eggplants. Cut into ¼ to ½-inch thick slices 

vertically, from top to bottom. Brush a large baking sheet with a 

little olive oil. Place the slices, in batches, on the sheet. Season 

lightly with salt and pepper, drizzle with a little olive oil. Place 

on rack 4 inches from broiler and broil until lightly browned and 

softened, about 4 minutes per side. Remove and let cool slightly.

Meanwhile, prepare the cheese stuffing. In a medium bowl, mix 

together the ricotta and mozzarella cheeses. Add the garlic, basil, 

eggs, salt and pepper. Mix well to combine.

TO ASSEMBLE: Preheat oven to 375 degrees F. Lightly grease 

a 13x9x2-inch baking pan with spray or olive oil. Spread about 

¼ cup of the sauce in the bottom of the pan. Spoon about 2 

tablespoons of the cheese mixture on the short end of an 

eggplant slice and roll. Place in baking pan, seam side down. 

Continue with the remaining eggplant slices and cheese. Spread 

1 cup of the remaining sauce on top and bake until hot and 

bubbly, 20 to 30 minutes. Remove from oven and let rest about 

5 minutes before serving.

To Schedule a tour or for more info, call 414-962-2444 or visit jewishbeginnings.org

Now Enrolling!
Infants through K4

Join our NAEYC accredited program as we engage each child on their journey to develop a 
passion for learning, share the joys of our heritage, and shape a lifelong, positive identity 

rooted proudly in their Judaism. 

Teas, Extracts, Powders 
and Now Offering

Vitamins and  
Supplements 

In Tablets and 
Capsules.

www.refuamedicinals.com

BE GOOD TO YOUR BODY. REVEAL YOUR SOUL.™
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B AT T E R  

4 eggs  

1/2 cup milk  

1/2 cup water  

1 cup flour  

1/4 cup sugar  

1 package vanilla sugar  

Pinch of salt  

1 Tbsp. oil 

C H E E S E  F I L L I N G  I 

1/2 pound farmer cheese  

4 ounces cream cheese  

4 Tbsps. honey or maple syrup   

Juice of 1/2 lemon  

1 egg yolk 

C H E E S E  F I L L I N G  I I 

1 pound cottage cheese, strained  

2 egg yolks  

2 Tbsps. flour 

2 Tbsps. sugar  

1 tsp. vanilla sugar  

1/4 cup raisins (optional) 

USE: 7 inch skillet 

YIELDS: 12 blintzes

B A T T E R :  In a large mixer bowl 

combine eggs, milk, water and blend 

well. Gradually add flour, then both 

sugars, salt and oil. Beat well until 

there are no lumps in the batter. 

F I L L I N G  I :  Combine all 

ingredients in a bowl and beat well. 

Or combine all the ingredients in a 

blender container and blend until 

smooth. 

F I L L I N G  I I :  Combine all 

ingredients, except raisins, in a bowl 

and beat well. Or all the ingredients 

can be combined in a blender 

container and blended until smooth. 

Then add raisins. 

T O  A S S E M B L E  C R E P E S : 

1. Prepare batter and filling of your 

choice. Using a paper towel or 

basting brush, apply a thin coating of 

oil to a 7 inch skillet. Place skillet over 

medium heat until skillet is hot but not 

smoking.

2. Ladle approximately 1/3 cup of 

batter into the skillet. Tilt pan to swirl 

the batter so it covers the bottom of 

the skillet.

3. Fry on one side until small air 

bubbles form, and top is set. Bottom 

should be golden brown. When 

done, carefully loosen edges of crepe 

and slip out of skillet onto a plate.

4. Repeat the above procedure until 

all the batter is used. Grease the 

skillet as needed.

5. Turn each crepe so that golden 

brown side is up. Place 3 tablespoons 

of filling on one edge in a 2 1/2 inch 

long by 1-inch wide mound.

6. Roll once to cover filling. Fold the 

sides into the center and continue 

rolling until completely closed.

7. Heat 2 tablespoons of oil in the 

skillet and place each crepe seam 

side down in the skillet and fry 2 

minutes on each side, turning once. 

VA R I A T I O N :  Whole wheat 

pastry flour can be used instead of 

white flour.

Excerpted from  Spice and Spirit, The 

Complete Kosher Jewish Cookbook, 

published by Lubavitch Women’s 

Cookbook Publications.

C L A S S I C  C H E E S E  B L I N T Z E S
Blintzes are a traditional dish for the holiday of Shavuos. 
Top with sour cream, apple sauce, or cinnamon and sugar.

THE INSIDE REASON FOR

Cheesecake
Q U E S T I O N :

What’s behind the custom of eating dairy products on 
Shavuos? What’s the connection between the giving 
of the Torah at Mount Sinai and eating milk products? 
(I’m not complaining, I love cheesecake – I’m just 
looking for a deep spiritual excuse to eat more.)

A N S W E R :

Milk is actually refined blood. In a complex and 
wondrous process, the mammary glands transform 
blood into pure white milk.

There’s something supernatural about that. To take 
a liquid as pungent and distasteful as blood, and 
convert it into a nourishing and drinkable food is 
nothing short of miraculous.

We can simulate this miracle in our own lives. Blood 
represents raw animalistic passion and untamed 
instinct. Milk is a symbol of refinement and purity of 
character. Making milk out of blood – refining our 
lower instincts – is our life goal.

The Torah introduced a radical new path to achieve 
this goal – the divine commandments. Through 
engaging in simple acts of goodness and sanctity, we 
can tame our animalistic instincts and align ourselves 
with the divine. With each individual act we elevate 
ourselves and our world another step, gradually 
transforming a rough and untamed existence into a 
home for G-d. We can turn our “blood” into “milk.”

I also love cheesecake. As we eat it, let’s remember 
the message behind it – that the Torah was given to 
transform our selfish appetites into an appetite for giving; 
to turn our blood, which is just for ourselves, into milk, the 
one thing the body produces just to give to another.

ADAPTED FROM AN ARTICLE BY ARON MOSS CHABAD.ORG



24   |   C E L E B R A T I O N

H IS EYES HAD SEEN what 
eyes should never see; 
his ears had heard what 

ears should never hear.  Selected to 
live through the horrors of war, he 
left Hungry immediately after the 
Allied liberation, traveling to a distant 
country where he could begin life anew.

IT WAS STRANGE THIS new country, 
a country of pastel colors, drenching 
sunshine, and fun-loving people.  He 
married a Holocaust survivor and 
began raising a family again.  When 
a group of survivors formed to build 
a synagogue, he was there, helping to 
round out their fledgling congregation.  
But it was not like “the old country.”  
Even the young scholarly and pious 
rabbi sent there by the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe seemed different than the 
Hungarian rabbis he had revered.  
The rabbi was an energetic man with 
a proliferation of new projects and 
seemingly impossible ideas – a Jewish 
Day School, adult education and, of 
course, outreach.

HE OFTEN GRUMBLED to his 
Hungarian friends as they waited 
patiently for morning services to start: 
“A Sukkah on wheels, a menorah in the 
mall, tefillin in the streets – what will 

they think of next?”  His colleagues 
commiserated, but pointed out how 
the congregation had swelled in 
size, all thanks to their charismatic 
rabbi.  The new worshipers came in 
all shapes: long hair, earrings, baggy 
street clothes, but at least they came.  
And soon the Day School materialized, 
together with a summer camp and a 
broad kosher network.

HE GRUDGINGLY agreed from his 
seat, the last one on the back bench.  It 
was “his” seat, a hallowed place no one 
dared violate.  Woe to the child who left 
a candy wrapper on his chair!  His voice 
would resonate throughout the shul as 
he condemned all parties involved – 
the child, the parents, and, of course, 
the candy man.  With time, the newer 
members learned to tolerate and even 
respect this cantankerous old-timer 
who had lived through much.

EARLY ONE SATURDAY morning, 
with the rabbi’s animated class in 
Chasidic philosophy well under-way, 
he ambled through the shul until he 
reached the back row, and stopped at 
his seat in horror.  A book lay there – 
a picture book!  The book was a glossy 
photo-journal album celebrating 
30 years of the Rebbe’s leadership.  

“Disgrace of disgraces!” he blazed 
angrily.  “A picture book in a shul!”  He 
shook the book and threw it violently 
under the bench.

THE CLASS CAME to a sudden standstill; 
a shocked silence filled the room.  The 
rabbi stood up abruptly, walked to the 
back row, and began a story:

WHILE RABBI SHNEUR ZALMAN, 
founder of Chabad Chasidism, 
languished in a Czarist jail on trumped 
up charges, his distraught followers 
turned to a well-connected opponent 
of Chasidism, asking for his help in 
freeing the Rebbe.  After some thought, 
he agreed on condition that the Rebbe 
would visit three leading scholars 
within the non-Chasidic world.

AFTER HIS RELEASE, on one of his 
visits Rabbi Shneur Zalman noticed a 
book lying on the floor, kicked under 
a chair.  It was Noam Elimelech, a 
Chasidic work written by the celebrated 
Rabbi Elimelech of Lizhensk.  Shaken, 
Rabbi Shneur Zalman picked up the 
book, kissed it reverentially, and placed 
it carefully on the table.

HIS HOST, THE SCHOLAR, looked 
at him disparagingly “Do you know the 
author?”  he jeered.  “Can you tell me 
something about his greatness?”  

IN GRATITUDE TO THE REBBE’S, 

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON,  OBM, 

GIFT OF LOVE – 

WE PRESENT THE FOLLOWING FASCINATING STORY.

From Under the Chair
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“YES,” RABBI SHNEUR ZALMAN 
replied, “I will tell you the absolute 
truth: Were you to take the author, and 
stuff him under the chair, the author 
would humbly accept his lot!  Such is 
his greatness.” concluded Rabbi Shneur 
Zalman.

“AND I SAY THE SAME,” declared 
the rabbi, “were you to place the Rebbe 
himself under the bench, he would 
accept it quietly!”

THE RABBI RETURNED to his class.  
Form the corner of his eye, he watched 
as the book was lifted form the floor, 
dusted quickly and reverently placed 
on the table.

A FEW MONTHS PASSED.  One day, 
the old timer approached the rabbi.  
I’m visiting Israel next week,” he said.  
“I plan to stop in New York and see 
your Rebbe.  I want to judge the Rebbe 
myself. I want to see if he is as humble 
as you claim.  You see, I still remember 
your story.”

SO HE ARRIVED, ENTERING the shul 
of 770 just in time for the afternoon 
service.  As he waited for the Rebbe 
to arrive, he thought of the Chasidic 

masters who graced Hungary in the pre-
war years.  He recalled their saintliness, 
their wisdom, their empathy and 
concern, but the rabbi’s remark about 
absolute humility had caught him by 
surprise.  It seemed paradoxical:  A 
Rebbe who wielded absolute influence 
across the globe, whose dedicated 
soldiers were manning congregations 
worldwide, whose empire was the envy 
of every other Jewish organization 
– could still epitomize humility and 
remain self–effacing.

HE WATCHED CURIOUSLY as the 
Rebbe entered the quiet hall, wearing 
the simple caftan and fedora the rabbi 
back home wore every day.  Two, three 
attendants followed at a respectful 
distance. The Rebbe came closer, 
closer, and stopped right in front of the 
visitor.  He bent down … and picked up 
a scrap of paper dirtying the synagogue 
floor.  Then the Rebbe straightened up, 
looked penetratingly at the visitor, and 
walked to his place for the prayers.

THE CONGREGATION began praying, 
but the visitor heard nothing.  Shaken 
to the core, he realized that the Rebbe’s 

humility far exceeded the story related 
by the rabbi.  None had forced the 
Rebbe into an unpleasant position; he 
had voluntarily stooped to the floor 
in order to tidy a house of worship. 
The attendants standing nearby, the 
hundreds of Chasidim in attendance, 
the inestimable workload on the 
Rebbe’s shoulders – all disappearing 
before a scrap of paper.  This was true 
humility, on a scale that far exceeded 
anything he had seen in “the old 
country.”

HE LEFT FORTIFIED, armed with a 
mission.  He knew why the Rebbe had 
favored him with a careful look.  He 
would stop carping about irrelevant 
matters, forever finding fault with the 
wonderful people who spent their lives 
inspiring others.  Instead, he would join 
forces with the rabbi, help sponsor his 
Sukkah on wheels, Tefillin in the streets, 
Jewish Day School, or whatever other 
innovation that he deemed necessary 
to revitalize local Jewish life.

THE REBBE HAD taught him to “clean 
up” his act.  And so he did.

$1,800 off 
over 12 months ($150 0ff each month) 

$1,800 off 
your first month’s rent +

For more information,
contact Amie Alioto

aalioto@ovation.org
414-277-8829
www.ovation.org

terms and conditions apply
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THE STORY OF JEWISH SURVIVAL 
is so exceptional, unparalleled and 
vast that it challenges the imagination. 
In our own century, the two great 
powers which announced, "Israel is 
laid waste"--Hitler's Third Reich and 
the Soviet Union--have been crushed 
and dismantled. But the people of 
Israel live.

MANY THINKERS and social 
scientists have tried, and are still 
trying, to account for the 
survival of a people, a faith, 
and a heritage through three 
millennia of nearly impossible 
historical conditions. Blaise 
Pascal, the great seventeenth 
century French thinker, 
mathematician, theologian, 
physicist, wrote:

"IN CERTAIN PARTS of the 
world we can see a peculiar 
people, separated from the 
other peoples of the world 
and this is called the Jewish 
people... This people is not 
only of remarkable antiquity 
but has also lasted for a 
singularly long time… For 
whereas the people of Greece and 
Italy, of Sparta, Athens and Rome and 
others who came so much later have 
perished so long ago, these still exist, 
despite the efforts of so many powerful 
kings who have tried a hundred times 
to wipe them out, as their historians 
testify, and as can easily be judged 
by the natural order of things over 
such a long spell of years. They have 
always been preserved, however, and 

their preservation was foretold… My 
encounter with this people amazes 
me..."

THIS IS A MOVING TRIBUTE, but it 
requires explanation.

PERHAPS WE CAN TAKE our answer 
from the great empirical thinkers of our 
time, the scientists. They tell us that 
when a scientist seeks to ascertain the 
laws governing a certain phenomenon, 
or to discover the essential properties 

of an element of nature, he must 
undertake a series of experiments under 
the most varied conditions to discover 
those properties or laws which under all 
conditions are alike.

THE SAME PRINCIPLE should be 
applied to Jewish survival. It is one of 
the oldest in the world, beginning its 
national history with the revelation at 
Mount Sinai over three thousand years 
ago. In the course of these centuries, 

Jews have lived under extremely 
varied conditions. They were dispersed 
across the world. They had multiple 
languages, possessed a diversity of 
cultures. For example, Rashi lived in 
Christian France. Maimonides was 
born in Islamic Spain. Rabbi Akiva 
lived under Roman rule; the Talmudic 
sages under Babylonian hegemony. 
Their societies were utterly different. 
They were as far apart as nineteenth 

century Eastern European 
Jewry and the twenty-
first century American 
investment banker. All that 
linked them across space 
and time was a faith, a 
Torah way of life.

NO OTHER PEOPLE have 
survived for so long under 
such circumstances. If 
we wish to discover the 
essential elements making 
up the cause and very 
basis of the existence of 
our people and its unique 
strength, we must conclude 
that it is not its land, 
language, culture, racial 
gift or genetic endowment. 

The only constant single factor that has 
preserved our people through all its 
vicissitudes is the tenacious adherence 
to our spiritual heritage.

THIS IS WHAT made our people 
indestructible despite the millennia 
of onslaughts against the Jewish body 
and soul by thugs and monsters of 
every description.

WHAT JEWISH HISTORY tells us is 

The Science of Jewish Survival

What Jewish 
history tells us is that 

the strength of our 
people as a whole, and
 of each individual, lies
 in a close commitment 
to our ancient spiritual 

heritage, the basis 
and essence of our 

existence.
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that the strength of our people as a 
whole, and of each individual, lies in 
a close commitment to our ancient 
spiritual heritage, the basis and 
essence of our existence.

The Fish and Fox
NO ONE HAS EXPRESSED this better 
then Rabbi Akiva, the great sage of the 
second century. The Talmud tells of 
how Rabbi Akiva taught Torah in public 
at a time when the Roman government, 
under the Emperor Hadrian, prohibited 
such activity. Said Pappus ben Judah to 
him: Aren’t you afraid to endanger your 
life?  To which Rabbi Akiva replied with 
the following parable.

A FOX WAS ONCE WALKING by the 
bank of a river, and saw fish darting 
from place to place. "What are you 
fleeing from?" he asked the fish. "To 
escape the nets of the fisherman." "In 

that case," said the fox, "come and live 
on dry land together with me." "Are you 
the one they describe as the cleverest of 
animals?" the fish replied. "You are not 
clever but foolish. If we are in danger 
here in the water, which is where we 
live, how much more so on dry land, 
where we are bound to die."

TORAH IS TO JEWISH survival, said 
Rabbi Akiva, as water is to fish. Yes, we 
are in danger, but if we were to leave 
Torah, which sustains our identity, to 
enter the dry land of the Romans, we 
would certainly die.

THIS WAS NOT MERELY the personal 
conviction of one Rabbi Akiva. It is 
the story of the Jewish people since its 
inception at the exodus from Egypt, 
followed by the receiving of the Torah at 
Mount Saini. For leaving Egypt was only 
the beginning of freedom, not the end.

WHAT WOULD Passover be without 
its intimate link with Shavout? What 
would Israelite freedom be without the 
revelation at Sinai?  Imagine the Bible 
as a narrative of a mere cultural or 
ethnic group. We would read about the 
enslavement of the Israelites in Egypt. 
We would read on with enthusiasm 
of how they won their liberty and 
were led to a land of their own. Then 
we would read about how they merge 
into the wider landscape, married the 
Canaanites, Jebusites and the other 
people of the ancient Near East, and 
vanished into time, irrevocably. We 
survived because we carried the Torah 
with us into Israel. We are who and 
what we are because of a momentous 
faith, a faith that proved stronger then 
the greatest empires in history.

F R O M  C H A B A D . O R G ,  B Y  R A B B I  D O V 

G R E E N B E R G

STANDING BEFORE PHARAOH, Moses did not simply demand in the name of G-d, "Let My people go," but, "Let My 

people go, that they may serve Me." (Exodus 7:16). In fact the raison d’être of the Exodus was to enter in a covenant with G-d 

which is our sustaining force. Hence, Shavuot, the day the Torah was given, celebrated on the fiftieth day after Passover, is the 

only festival that has no calendar date. Because Shavuot is the completion of Passover, the purpose of the Exodus was realized 

only on the day we stood at Sinai.

ANCIENT EGYPT AND ROME built great monuments to outlive the winds and sands of time. What they built still stands and 

in some respects was never surpassed. But only the architecture remains, not the civilization that once gave them life.

ANCIENT ISRAEL BECAME BUILDERS, too, but what they constructed was not monuments of stone. Instead they were 

summoned at Sinai to build a righteous world, worthy of becoming a home for the Divine presence. Its stones would be its holy 

deeds, and its mortar Torah study and compassion. By teaching the Israelites that the Architect of this world is G-d, the builders 

are all who wish to become His "partners in the work of creation," Moses turned a group of slaves into an eternal people.

The Science of Jewish Survival
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Check out our weekly online magazine at www.chabadwi.org16

The Jews?
Perceptions of Jews by 
Renowned Gentiles . 

“If the statistics are right, 
the Jews constitute but one 
percent of the human race. It 
suggests a nebulous dim puff 
of star dust lost in the blaze 
of the Milky Way. Properly 
the Jew ought hardly to be 
heard of, but he is heard of, 
has always been heard of. He 
is as prominent on the planet 
as any other people, and 
his commercial importance 
is extravagantly out of 
proportion to the smallness of 
his bulk. His contributions to the world’s list of great names in 
literature, science, art, music, finance, medicine, and abstruse 
learning are also away out of proportion to the weakness of 
his numbers. He has made a marvelous fight in the world, in 
all the ages; and has done it with his hands tied behind him. 
He could be vain of himself, and be excused for it. 

The Egyptian, the Babylonian, and the Persian rose, filled 
the planet with sound and splendor, then faded to dream-
stuff and passed away; the Greek and the Roman followed, 
and made a vast noise, and they are gone; other peoples have 
sprung up and held their torch high for a time, but it burned 
out, and they sit in twilight now, or have vanished. The Jew 
saw them all, beat them all, and is now what he always was, 
exhibiting no decadence, no infirmities of age, no weakening 
of his parts, no slowing of his energies, no dulling of his alert 
and aggressive mind. All things are mortal but the Jew; all 
other forces pass, but he remains. What is the secret of his 
immortality?” 

— Mark Twain

“The Jew is that sacred being who has brought down from 
heaven the everlasting fire, and has illumined with it the entire 
world. He is the religious source, spring, and fountain out of 
which all the rest of the peoples have drawn their beliefs and 
their religions.” — Leo Tolstoy 

“It was in vain that we locked them up for several hundred 
years behind the walls of the Ghetto. No sooner were their 
prison gates unbarred than they easily caught up with us, 
even on those paths which we opened up without their aid.” 

— A. A. Leroy Beaulieu 
French publicist, 1842 

“The Jew gave us the Outside and the Inside - our outlook 
and our inner life. We can hardly get up in the morning or 
cross the street without being Jewish. We dream Jewish dreams 
and hope Jewish hopes. Most of our best words, are - new, 
adventure, surprise, unique, individual, person, vocation, 
time, history, future, freedom, progress, spirit, faith, hope, 
justice - in fact the gifts of the Jews.” 

— Thomas Cahill
Irish Author 

“It is certain that in certain 
parts of the world we can see 
a peculiar people, separated 
from the other peoples of the 
world and this is called the 
Jewish people.... This people 
is not only of remarkable 
antiquity but has also lasted 
for a singular long time... 
For whereas the people of 
Greece and Italy, of Sparta, 
Athens and Rome and others 
who came so much later have 
perished so long ago, these still exist, despite the efforts of 
so many powerful kings who have tried a hundred times to 
wipe them out, as their historians testify, and as can easily be 
judged by the natural order of things over such a long spell 
of years. They have always been preserved, however, and their 
preservation was foretold... My encounter with this people 
amazes me...” 

— Blaise Pascal
 French Mathematician 
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“It is certain that in certain 
parts of the world we can see 
a peculiar people, separated 
from the other peoples of the 
world and this is called the 
Jewish people.... This people 
is not only of remarkable 
antiquity but has also lasted 
for a singular long time... 
For whereas the people of 
Greece and Italy, of Sparta, 
Athens and Rome and others 
who came so much later have 
perished so long ago, these still exist, despite the efforts of 
so many powerful kings who have tried a hundred times to 
wipe them out, as their historians testify, and as can easily be 
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amazes me...” 

— Blaise Pascal
 French Mathematician 

Special Chanukah presentation at www.chabadwi.org/Chanukah 17

“The Jewish vision became the prototype for many similar 
grand designs for humanity, both divine and manmade. The 
Jews, therefore, stand at the center of the perennial attempt 
to give human life the dignity of a purpose.” 

—Paul Johnson, American Historian 

“As long as the world lasts, all who want to make progress 
in righteousness will come to Israel for inspiration as to the 
people who had the sense for righteousness most glowing 
and strongest.” 

—Matthew Arnold
 British poet and critic 

“If there is any honor in all the world that I should like, it 
would be to be an honorary Jewish citizen.”

—A.L Rowse,
authority on Shakespeare

 

“Some people like the 
Jews, and some do not. But 
no thoughtful man can deny 
the fact that they are, beyond 
any question, the most 
formidable and the most 
remarkable race which has 
appeared in the world.” 

— Winston 
Churchill 

Silver Spring Drive and I-43, Glendale, WI • 414.963.8780 
www.bayshoretowncenter.com • Shop 10-10 Friday & Saturday

Shop. DIne. play.
 

Bayshore Town Center is Milwaukee’s  

premier destination for shopping, dining  

and entertainment. enjoy a digital movie  

theater, luxury bowling lanes and more.  

Discover over 100 stores and 16 restaurants  

and cafés in a relaxing town center setting.  

It’s the perfect place for a quick visit  

or an entire day.  

apple • Banana Republic • Bar louie • bebe  
Bravo! • California pizza Kitchen  

The Cheesecake Factory • Coldwater Creek 
Coach • Devon Seafood Grill • Fossil  

h&M • J. Jill • new york & Company • Trader Joe’s  
Vera Bradley • White house|Black Market  

and many more wonderful stores and restaurants
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Join us for the 10 Commandments on Sunday, June 5th, at our Locations Throughout Wisconsin

FOR THE READING OF THE 10 COMMANDMENTS AND ICE CREAM CELEBRATIONS, 
CONTACT YOUR SYNAGOGUE OR THE FOLLOWING CHABAD CENTERS.

CHABAD OF THE EAST SIDE & YJP
3030 E. Kenwood Blvd., Milwaukee
(414) 316-4643
Cesmke.com
 
CHABAD LUBAVITCH TORAH 
CENTER, GLENDALE
6791 N Green Bay Ave, Glendale
(414) 316-4646
www.glendalechabad.org 
rms@chabadwi.org
 
THE SHUL CENTER, BAYSIDE
8825 N Lake Dr., Bayside
(414) 228-8000 
www.shulcenter.org

CHABAD OF MEQUON  
PELTZ CENTER
2233 W Mequon Rd, Mequon
(262) 242-2235
ChabadMequon.org 
Info@chabadmequon.org

CHABAD OF MADISON
1722 Regent St., Madison
(608) 231-3450
info@chabadofmadison.com
 
CHABAD OF UW-MADISON
223 W. Gilman St., Madison
(608) 257-1757
Info@uwchabad.com

CHABAD AT UW-MILWAUKEE
(414) 902-3052
chabadatuwm@gmail.com

 CHABAD OF KENOSHA
6522 87th Ave., Kenosha
(262) 359-0770
rabbitzali@jewishkenosha.com
 
CHABAD OF WAUKESHA-
BROOKFIELD
1275 N. Barker Rd., Brookfield
(262) 563-9770

rabbi@jewishwaukesha.com
CHABAD OF THE BAY AREA
3607 Libal Street, Green Bay
(920) 288-2252
chabadofthebayarea@gmail.com

CTEEN MILWAUKEE
614 E. Brown Deer Rd., Bayside
(414) 861-4626 
avremy@chabadwi.org

6-7 Sivan   |   June 5-6

chabadwi.org/shavuot
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PARAMEDIC AT UKRAINE BORDER 
AMAZED BY SHLIACH’S REQUEST
THE FOLLOWING WAS WRITTEN by Hatzalah Paramedic 
Elad Bachar who is assisting refugees at the Ukrainian border, 
which he shared on Social Media:

A SMALL (BIG!) STORY about coincidences and how 
everything is written in Heaven.

WE STOPPED AT A REMOTE gas 
station on the way from the border 
of Moldova, Romania towards 
Chisinau, tired and needing coffee 
and something sweet for the soul.

WE FINISH DRINKING AND 
WALK towards the car, and suddenly 
a nice 12-year-old boy with a big black 
yarmulka on his head, I start talking 
to him in Hebrew and ask about his 
parents, and a nice family of 6 comes 
out towards me, they tell me an amazing story, a story I did not 
believe I would hear in 2022, a story that sounds like it was from 
a script of an action movie with a happy ending. Throughout, 
this amazing family is smiling and happy.

THE FAMILY ARE CHABAD SHLUCHIM from the city of Sumy 
(40km from the Russian border and 1000km from the Moldova 
border), the father tells me about an amazing and scary journey 
that began on Thursday morning and ended 32 hours later in 
Chisinau, Moldova, a journey where the family traveled 32 hours 
non-stop.

THEY WERE PLANNING TO GET to Kishinev 2 hours before 
Shabbat, but traveling on scary and snowy roads when there 

is a war around you, you have no idea if you will reach your 
destination and if you can save your family…a story that makes 
you think what would happen if…and makes you think what 
you would do with your family, with your neighbors and friends, 
with all the things that are in your home.

A STORY THAT ILLUSTRATES how life can be a “roller coaster” 
with ups and downs and puts you in proportion to your own 
life and the materiality that surrounds us…I was thinking, what 

would I do? How would I feel? What 
would be inside the 3 suitcases I would 
take for escape? How would I handle a 
32-hour ride with a car full of children 
and 3 suitcases?

SO HERE WE ARE, WE MET the rabbi 
and his family by chance, modest and 
kind people, and after the rabbi finished 
telling about the journey he and his 
family went through, the rabbi turned 
to me and asked me if I was interested 
in putting on tefillin?

HOW MUCH MENTAL STRENGTH can a person have in such 
a difficult situation but still be busy thinking about the other 
and doing good for all around him?

I PUT ON TEFLLIN WITH TEARS in my eyes, happy for the 
privilege that has fallen on my part to help others, help people 
who so need the kind word and warm hug.

WE, AS JEWS AND ISRAELIS, should always remember our 
past and are committed to helping every person, regardless of 
religion.Our grandparents were refugees 80 years ago and the 
whole world “closed doors” and we need to open our hearts and 
open our doors to anyone who desires it. 

MUCH HAS BEEN WRITTEN about the heroic stance of the chabad Lubavitch Shluchim (emissaries) in the Ukraine; No doubt it will 
go down in the books as one of the shining moments in Jewish history.  

WHILE AT FIRST, at the start of the war, the Shluchim - 350 of them - turned down offers and pleas for them to flee the country, as the 
war intensified they became busy with transferring as many people as they could - at one point fifty four bus loads of people left Ukraine 
in a single day - and moving their institutions, orphanages and schools to safety, in Romania, Germany, Israel, etc.

AS THEY COMPLETED their arduous journeys, rescues and arranging their flocks in their respective destinations, they returned to their 
posts to continue taking care of their communities and the people who could not escape. 

IN THE WORDS of Rabbi Avrohom Wolff of Odessa, “We are here as Shluchim of the Rebbe to take care of our community, not just in 
good times and for happy occasions but being responsible for every individual in our community in any circumstance they find themselves.”

IN THE MIDST OF THE CHAOS and life threatening raging war, numerous sparks of light shone brightly. Following are a selection of 

episodes from the many that reached us.

SPARKS  of L IGHT  from UKRAINESPARKS  of L IGHT  from UKRAINE
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CHAYA WOLFF, CHABAD-LUBAVITCH emissary to Odessa 
since 1992 and leader of the group, said “I almost fainted,” when 
Lara, the mother of the boy, approached her about the possibility 
of arranging a circumcision for her son.

“I HADN’T RECOVERED from the long trip here,” said Wolff, 
whose husband, Rabbi Avraham Woff, 
returned to Odessa after accompanying 
the group to Berlin. “We hadn’t 
finished arranging documents. I hadn’t 
organized a menu for all our meals. I 
didn’t even catch my breath yet.”

THEY ARRIVED IN BERLIN with a large 
contingent of refugees from Odessa, the 
staff and 120 children of the Mishpacha 
orphanage, along with an additional 140 
women and children (men between the 
ages of 18-60 are not being allowed out 
of Ukraine).

NOT ONLY WAS LARA READY to circumcise her own son, but 
she told Wolff that another woman in the group was ready to do 
the same for her son.

CHABAD RABBI YEHUDA TEICHTAL, rabbi of Berlin’s Jewish 
community arranged for an expert mohel (“circumciser”) to 
come to the hotel where the group is being put up, and a joyous 
celebration was put together.

TODAY, THEY CLAPPED and sang mazel tov as two boys, both 
6 years old, entered the covenant of 
Abraham, and took the Hebrew names 
of Baruch and Levi Yitzchak.  

IN THE THREE DECADES that the 
Wolfs have been leading the Odessa 
Jewish community, they have overseen 
hundreds of circumcisions, as the 
ritual—a fundamental of Judaism—
was nearly impossible under the 
Communists.

AND TODAY, ONE WAR and 1,700 
kilometers later, that same work 

continues.

AS WOLFF SAYS, quoting the adage: “War is war, and lunch is 
on schedule!"

BY MENACHEM POSNER, CHABAD.ORG

A MOVING BRIT MILAH
IN THE MIDST OF SIRENS and bombing in Ukraine, an emotional 
event took place in Dnipro, when a Brit Milah took place in the 
midst of the destruction.

BAIKOV, A JEWISH RESIDENT of Kharkiv, Ukraine, a man in 
his 40’s, has fled to Dnipro in the wake of the bombing in his city.

AFTER SURVIVING THE BOMBING in his city and difficult journey, 

at his arrival in Dnipro, Baikov decided to undergo a Brit Milah.

RABBI SHMUEL KAMINETZKY, the chief Rabbi of Dnipro, a 
senior Chabad Shaliach in Ukraine, who has remained with his 
community, officiated the Brit.

WHEN BAIKOV WAS CALLED the name “Dovid”, Rabbi 
Kaminetzky emotionally exclaimed, "Dovid ben Am Yisrael.”

(FOR MORE DETAILED INFO VISIT HTTPS://WWW.CHABAD.ORG/NEWS/ARTICLE_CDO/KID/31141/AID/533790/JEWISH/NEWS.HTM)
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Bader Hillel Academy
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Chabad of the East Side & YJP
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Jewish Beginnings - Lubavitch Preschool
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Bader Hillel High - Boys
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Bader Hillel High - Girls

cafe bakery
art 

studio

fcwibakery fcbakerywi www.fccafe.com

Supporting your community 
with each purchase!

www.fccafe.com
414 - 755 - 5855
orders@fcwi.org

8649 N Port Washington Rd. 
Fox Point, WI 53217

A division of Lubavitch of Wisconsin

Sunday 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Monday - Thursday 
6:30 am - 5:00 pm

Friday 
6:30 am - 3:00 pm

B.H.
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The Shul Bayside & Milwaukee Community Hebrew School

SPRINGSPRING
MATCHINGMATCHING

CAMPAIGNCAMPAIGN
GIFTGIFT

Donate now Donate now 
to see your to see your 
gift double gift double 

in size.in size.

Sow your gift Sow your gift 
GROW your gift.GROW your gift.
From Milwaukee to 
Ukraine to Israel, our 
work and its impact on 
the Jewish community is 
clearer than ever before. 
Your investment in the 
Annual Campaign has a 
profound impact on the 
health and welfare of our 
people and all the local and 
international organizations 
that serve them.  
Thanks to a generous 
donor, all new and 
increased gifts to the 2022 
Annual Campaign will be 
matched dollar for dollar! 

Joan Lubar, Board Chair 
Judy Coran, Annual Campaign Chair
Miryam Rosenzweig, President and CEO

Give now at MilwaukeeJewish.org/GiveMilwaukeeJewish.org/Give or call Shelly at (414) 390-5723
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Hillel Cheder
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Chabad of Mequon
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The Friendship Circle

Discover Ovation 
At Ovation Communities, we
inspire our community's older 
adults to lead richer and more 
meaningful lives through 
outstanding care and services, 
and life enriching opportunities, 
guided by our Jewish faith and 
our gratitude in serving residents 
of all faiths.

Come join our community and
add years to life and life to years.

For more information on 
our communities, or to 
schedule a tour, please 
contact Amie Alioto at 
aalioto@ovation.org or 

414-277-8829. 

Jewish Home I Chai Point

WWW.OVATION.ORG I 1414 N PROSPECT AVE, MILWAUKEE, WI 53202 
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Chabad of Waukesha  - Torah Tots Brookfield

 Chag

Sameach!

G L O R I A  &  L E O N A R D  P A R K E R

 (262) 336- 3695

Sunday- Thurs day 11am- 3pm

www.t

2233 W. Mequon Rd

hedelioncrown.com

Stop by f or  s ome
authentic Kos her  eats !

BH
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C-Teen -- Milwaukee

4750 N. Santa Monica Blvd., White�sh Bay  414.964.3111  goodmanbensman.com
Debra Marcus Watton, President

Milwaukee’s Jewish Funeral Home
We’re Here to Help. 

Milwaukee’s Jewish Funeral HomeMilwaukee’s Jewish Funeral Home
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Chabad of Kenosha
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414.350.2086  •  414.967. 8225
HANNAHsKITCHENMKE.COM

Hannahs
KITCHEN
HOMESTYLE COOKING • CATERING •  EVENTS

HOMESTYLE COOKING  |  CATERING  |  EVENTS

Book Your Catered Event Today! 



46   |   C E L E B R A T I O N

DAYTIME KIDDUSH 

  SUNDAY, JUNE 5, & MONDAY, JUNE 6, 2022  

“These are the Festivals of the L-rd, holy assemblies, 
which you shall proclaim at their appointed times.”

Savree moronon:

Boruch atah Adonoy E-lo-hay-nu Melech ha-olam, 
boray p’ree ha-gafen.

(OR)

Attention!

Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe, 
who creates the fruit of vine. 

FOR THE SECOND EVE 

  JUNE 5  

Attention!

Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe, 
who creates the fruit of vine.

Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe, 
Who has chosen us from among all nations, raised 
us above all tongues, and made us holy through His 
commandments. And You, L-rd our G-d, have given us 
in love festivals for rejoicing, holidays and seasons for  
gladness, the festival of Shavuos and this festival 
of holy assembly, the season of the giving of the 
torah, in love, a holy assembly commemorating  the 
Exodus from Egypt. For You have chosen us and sanctified 
us from all the nations, and Festivals in love and good will, 
in joy and gladness, you have given us as a heritage. 

Blessed are You, L-rd Who sanctifies and Israel and 
the festive seasons.

FOR THE FIRST EVE

  JUNE 4 

KIDDUSH

Savree moronon:

Boruch atah Ado-noy E-Io-hay-nu Melech ha-olam, boray 
p’ree ha-gafen.

(OR)

Attention!

Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe, who 
creates the fruit of vine.

Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe, Who 
has chosen us from among all nations, raised us above all 
tongues, and made us holy through His commandments. and 
You, L-rd our G-d, have given us in love festivals for rejoicing, 
holidays and seasons for gladness, this day of the Festival 
of Shavuos and this festival of holy assembly, the season 
of the giving of the torah, in love, a holy assembly 
commemorating the Exodus from Egypt. For You have chosen 
us and sanctified Us from all the nations, and Festivals in love 
and good will, in joy and gladness, you have given us as a 
heritage. Blessed are You, L-rd Who sanctifies the Israel and 
the festive seasons.

Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe, who 
created the lights of the fire.

Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe, who 
makes a distinction between sacred and profane, between 
light and darkness, between Israel and the nations, between 
the Seventh Day and the six work days; between the holiness 
of the Shabbat and the holiness of the Festival You have made 
a distinction, and have sanctified the Seventh Day above 
the six works days. You have set apart and made holy Your 
people Israel with Your holiness. Blessed are You L-rd, who 
makes a distinction between holy and holy.

Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe, who 
has granted us life, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this 
occasion.
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SHAVUOS SCHEDULE 

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES

Blessing               Milwaukee Madison Kenosha Green Bay Waukesha Beloit Wausau La Crosse Eau Claire

JUNE 3RD #1*  8:08 8:14 8:06 8:14 8:09 8:24 8:11 8:22 8:29

JUNE 4TH #2&3**  9:21 9:26 9:18 9:28 9:21 9:38 9:22 9:37 9:44

JUNE 5TH #2&3**  9:22 9:27 9:19 9:29 9:22 9:39 9:23 9:38 9:45

JUNE 6TH End of Holiday 9:23  9:28 9:20 9:30 9:23 9:40  9:24 9:40 9:46

*  Do not light after sunset.     ** Do not light before the time indicated. Light only from a pre-existing flame. 

A pre-existing flame is a flame that has been burning continuously since the onset of the festival such as a pilot light, gas or candle flame.

CANDLE LIGHTING 
BLESSINGS

1. BO-RUCH A-TOH ADO-NOI E-LO-HEI-
NU ME-LECH HA-OLOM ASHER KID-ESHO-
NU BE-MITZVO-SOV VETZI-VONU LE-HAD-
LIK NER SHEL SHABBAT KO-DESH.

Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the 
universe, who has sanctified us with His 
commandments, and commanded to kindle the 
lights of the holy Sabbath.

2. BO-RUCH A-TOH ADO-NOI E-LO-HEI-
NU ME-LECH HA-OLOM ASHER KID-ESHO-
NU BE-MITZVO-SOV VETZI-VONU LE-HAD-
LIK NER SHEL YOM TOV.

Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the 
universe, who has sanctified us with His 
commandments, and commanded to kindle the 
Yom Tov light.

3. BO-RUCH A-TOH ADO-NOI E-LO-HEI-
NU ME-LECH HO-OLOM SHE-HECHI-YO-NU 
VE-KI-YE-MO-NU VE-HIGI-O-NU LIZ MAN 
HA-ZEH.

Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the 
universe, who has granted us life, sustained us, 
and enabled us to reach this occasion.

SHAVUOS CALENDAR
5782 / 2022

SATURDAY NIGHT, JUNE 4

• We light Yom Tov candles (for time and blessings see the candle

  lighting schedule) and say both blessings.

• Like every Shabbos and Jewish festival, we sanctify the day and 

 welcome the festival with the Kiddush, (see text on page 46) and 

 the family is treated to a festive meal.

• At night we stay up and recite Tikun Lail Shavuos. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 5

• We attend services in the morning and hear the reading of the Ten

  Commandments. As on other holidays, we celebrate with a festive 

 meal. No work may be performed.

• It is customary to eat dairy foods today.

• After nightfall, we light the Yom Tov candles at the prescribed time (see

  schedule).

• Once more, we recite Kiddush in the evening and the family is seated

  to partake in a festive meal (see previous page 46.)

MONDAY, JUNE 6

• We attend services in the morning. 

• Yizkor is recited during the morning services, in remembrance of the 

 deceased. In the absence of a minyan, we recite it at home.

• Again we celebrate with a festive meal. No work may be performed.

• At the end of the Holiday, we recite the Havdalah. (consult your

  prayer book)
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